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End of the World Service year. 


June is not too early to begin looking ahead, even though for most churches 
the annual planning meeting will not come until fall. The annual METH- 
ODIST STORY compilation of Church Program Information, on pages 
35-40 of this issue, will be helpful in setting up a year’s program. Along with 
program, the planning should include objectives for World Service, Ad- 
vance Specials, the special days and other financial phases of the general 
church program. All are listed in these pages. 


Methodist Student Day. This special day recognizes students who are 
within the church fellowship and provides for an offering for student loans 
and scholarships. 


World Service Sunday. The leaflet prepared for this day tells how our 
church is meeting the need for higher education with spiritual depth. 


World Service Sunday. Work in mass communications through the Tele- 
vision, Radio and Film Commission is described in the World Service 
leaflet. 


World Service Sunday. The World Service leaflet tells about Methodist 
service through our Board of Social and Economic Relations. 


Labor Sunday. The Sunday before Labor Day is a day when churches may 
give expression to their year-round concern for the working man and his 
problems. 


Some Sunday in September is the preferred date for Church School Rally 
Day. This is an occasion to stress Christian education and to “rally” chil- 
dren and adults who neglected church-school attendance during the summer. 


World Service Sunday. Services to church schools through the Division of 
the Local Church of the Board of Education is the subject of the World 
Service leaflet. 


Christian Education Week. This week, often tied in with Rally Day, em- 
phasizes the values in Christian education and attracts attention to the 
church’s program of education. 


World-wide Communion Sunday. 


* Observance set by General Conference. 
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Bulletin Liners 


by Roy L. Smith 





150 young men applied for admis- 
sion to the Springer Institute in Mu- 
lungwishi, Africa, last fall and only 
50 could be accommodated. 


No impenitent man is ever able to 
establish right relations with God. 


God is far more anxious to find 
man than man is to find God. 


The good steward is a man who ac- 
cepts the full responsibility before 
God for the way he spends his money. 


Tithing may not be a law of God 
but it is a splendid rule. 


You can’t take your money with 
you, but you can see that it does not 
quit working after you are gone. 


There are 2,500,000 Protestants on 
the 3,000 islands of Indonesia. 


So very few of us ever get into our 
mental working clothes. 


Many a woman who would not 
think of wearing second-hand clothes 
carries on her conversation in second- 
hand opinions. 


The Mary Johnston Hospital, 
located in Manila’s most pathetic slum, 
serves more than 60,000 patients every 
year in behalf of Christ, and in the 
name of The Methodist Church. 


You seldom find a family that is 
ashamed of the fact that it has a son 
in the ministry. 


The Methodist English School of 
Rangoon, Burma, enrolls students of 
17 different nationalities. 


The major missionary effort of Tai- 
wan is being done among the 2,000,- 
000 refugees who have swarmed in 
from the Chinese mainland. 


Some people stand for something, 
and others are against everything. 


Jesus did not bless the widow’s mite 
because it was small, but because it 


was all she had. 


The giving of Methodist native 
churches in Africa toward self-support 
has increased more than 600 per cent 
in the past 10 years. 


MeEtTuop1sM InN ALASKA AND Hawan, by 
W. Vernon Middleton. Board of Mis- 
sions. 75¢. (Study guide, 15¢, one 
copy free with five or more of the 
text.) 


The new church-wide mission study 
book for Methodists in 1958-59 will be 
off the press and ready for ordering the 
first of June. 

The book is Methodism in Alaska and 
Hawaii: New Patterns for Living To- 
gether. It is written by the Rev. W. 
Vernon Middleton who, as general sec- 
retary of the Division of National Mis- 
sions, is in a position to know the prob- 
lems and promise of the church in the 
two territories. 

Both Alaska and Hawaii are bidding 
for statehood, and their admission into 
the union might come during the year 
they are being studied by Methodists. 
The book tells what The Methodist 
Church is doing in these two frontier 
areas—its task and its achievements. 

The study book is available on con- 
signment to pastors, chairmen of com- 
missions on missions and other local 
church leaders. The leader’s guide for 
teachers of adult groups is by Miss Elisa- 
beth Stinson, secretary of missionary edu- 
cation of the Woman’s Division of 
Christian Service. 

Order from: Study Book Office, Board 
of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 
11, N.Y. (consignment orders). Also 
available from Literature Headquarters, 
Woman’s Division of Christian Service, 
7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati 37, 
Ohio, and from branches of the Meth- 
odist Publishing House. 


In Your Hanps. Woman’s Division of 
Christian Service. 50¢ (quantity prices 
on request). 


The tenth anniversary of the adoption 
by the United Nations of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights will fall 
on Dec. 10, 1958. The Woman’s Divi- 
sion of Christian Service has joined with 
24 other national organizations in urging 
that every American church and com- 
munity plan a suitable observance. 

To help Methodists fit into such plans, 


new 
publications 
for the 
work of 
the church 


In Your Hands is recommended. It is a 
32-page guide book, filled with back- 
ground information and program sugges- 
tions. 

The booklet stresses American leader- 
ship in living up to the “common 
standard of achievement” set by the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
It suggests community programs to help 
bring about a full realization of those 
rights. A chapter is given to suggestions 
for reaching the public through the press, 
radio, television and special events. An 
appendix lists pamphlets, films, record- 
ings and other program aids. 

In Your Hands is recommended to 
Woman’s Societies and other Methodist 
groups by Miss Thelma Stevens, execu- 
tive secretary for Christian social rela- 
tions in the Woman’s Division of Chris- 
tian Service. 

Order from: Literature Headquarters, 
7820 Reading Road, Cincinnati 37, 
Ohio. 


Prospective Memsers Packet. Board 
of Evangelism. 25¢ per packet. 


This packet contains 11 items chosen 
to help the prospective member under- 
stand the beliefs and responsibilities of a 
Christian. 

Items in the packet are: Basic Beliefs 
of the Christian Faith, So You Are Going 
to Join the Church, Be a Member Where 
You Are, Why I Believe in Christ, What 
It Means to Be a Christian, Church At- 
tendance, Prayer, Bible Reading, Family 
Religion, Tithing, and Witnessing. 

It is suggested that enough packets be 
given to witnessing teams that they may 
leave one in each of the homes that they 
Visit. 

Order from: Tidings, 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


1908 Grand 


Protestant New Memser’s PAcker. 
Board of Evangelism. 25¢ per packet. 


Seven aids to spiritual growth are of- 
fered here for new members. The packet 
is designed to be given to each new mem- 
ber as he is received into the church. 

Included in the packet are: Self-Help 
for Church Members, Some Secrets of 


Prayer, Plain Facts About Protestantism, 
Christians Will Do These Things, Fret 
Not Thyself, Tithing, and The Book to 
Live By. 

Order from: Tidings, 1908 Grand 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


LayMEn’s EvancEListic Packet. Board 
of Evangelism. $1 per packet. 


Here is a selection of materials help- 
ful to those who are engaged in Christian 
witnessing. It contains: A Primer for 
Churchmen, Tell America About Christ, 
Self-Help for Church Members, Church 
Worship and Our Christian Faith, Wit- 
nessing for Christ, Six Steps to Real 
Life, and What Every Protestant Should 
Know. 

Order from: Tidings, 1908 Grand 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


InprvipuAL Prayer Packer. Board of 
Evangelism. $1 per packet. 


This packet is intended for individuals 
and members of prayer groups. It is de- 
signed to lead them to a deeper under- 
standing of prayer. 

The contents are: Prayer Diary, New 
Life in Christ, Some Secrets of Prayer, 
Alone With God, My God and I, Prayer 
Helps, Pocket Prayer Card, Prayer Cir- 
cles Card, Six Steps to Real Life, Since 
God Answers Prayer, and Pathways to 
Power. 

Order from: Tidings, 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


1908 Grand 


Twenty-Five Ways to AssIMILATE 
New Memesers, by G. Ernest Thomas. 
35¢; four or more, 25¢ each. 


Dr. Thomas’ booklet describes spe- 
cific ways in which new members can 
be more effectively related to the fellow- 
ship of the Christian faith. It is based on 
the experiences of hundreds of churches 
and the suggestions are adaptable to al- 
most any kind of church. 

Order from: Tidings, 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


1908 Grand 


New Tracts. Board of Evangelism. 
Prices as indicated. 


Here’s Real Happiness for You! is a 
leaflet written by Charles A. Stuck. It is 
printed in two colors and may be used 
for general distribution—especially for 
leaving in the homes of the unchurched. 
100 for $1.50. 

The Hope of the World, by Samuel L. 
Gandy, is the Tidings Tract-of-the-Month 
Club selection for June. Fresh, simple 
and personal, the tract is called a modern 
classic on the transforming power of love. 
Tract-of-the-Month Club members will 
receive it automatically at $1.50 per 


THE METHODIST STORY 





100. Others may order it at $2 per 100. 
Order from: Tidings, 1908 Grand 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


A Manuat For Prayer CE ts, by Sam- 
uel Emerick. Board of Evangelism. 
15¢; 8 for $1; 100 or more, 10¢ each. 


The Rev. Samuel Emerick, director of 
the Yokefellow Institute, is author of this 
new booklet, which grows out of the ex- 
periences of a group of ministers who 
have been active in prayer cells. 

The accumulated knowledge and ex- 
periences of the ministers make the man- 
ual practical in its application. It has an 
introduction by D. Elton Trueblood. 

Order from: The Upper Room, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Wuewn You Arne Sick, by David A. Mac- 
Lennan. Board of Evangelism. 15¢; 


8 for $1. 


Pastors and laymen may want to send 
this booklet to friends who are ill and 
churches may plan to keep a supply on 
hand to give to members. 

Dr. MacLennan is known as an author 
and teacher, having once taught preach- 
ing at Yale Divinity School. Now he is 
pastor of Brick Presbyterian Church, 
Rochester, N.Y. 

Order from: The Upper Roora, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Wirn Joyrut Surprise, by Rita F. 
Snowden. Board of Evangelism. 25¢; 
6 for $1. 


This booklet on rediscovering the 
Lord’s Prayer is by a woman preacher of 
New Zealand. Miss Snowden is the first 
woman ever elected vice-president of The 
Methodist Church of New Zealand. She 
writes with a freshness and virility that 
have won her a large audience “down 
under” and are gaining an audience for 
her in America. 

Order from: The Upper Room, 1908 
Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


TARGETS FoR THE Locat Cuurcn, by 
Berlyn V. Farris. Board of Evangelism 
15¢; 10 or more, 10¢ each. 


This new booklet brings light and 
life to the “10 targets” recommended by 
the General Board of Evangelism for ef- 
fective evangelism in the local church. It 
gives practical suggestions as to how 
each target can be hit. 

The board recommends that each 
Methodist church adopt the targets as its 
own and order a supply of the booklets 
for all leaders in the field of evangelism. 

Order from: Methodist Evangelistic 
Materials, 1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 
5, Tenn. 
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A CuatcencE To Metuopitsts, by James 
L. Ashley. Board of Evangelism. 100 
for $2. 


In this six-page booklet a Methodist 
pastor of today speaks of John Wesley’s 
fear that Methodism “should exist only 
as a dead sect, having the form of re- 
ligion without the power.” 

He calls upon Methodists of today 
to “hold fast both the doctrine, spirit 
and discipline with which they first set 
out” (Wesley’s words), to be witnesses 
for Christ, and to establish new churches 
as centers for witness and fellowship. 

Order from: Methodist Evangelistic 
Materials, 1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 
5, Tenn. 


Tue Unconscious INFLUENCE, by 
Richard C. Raines. Board of Hospitals 
and Homes 10¢. 


When Bishop Raines spoke before the 
annual meeting of the National Associa- 
tion of Methodist Hospitals and Homes 
last winter, he pointed up vividly the 
“unconscious influence” of Methodist in- 
stitutions of help upon mankind. 

To give wider distribution to Bishop 
Raines’ thoughts, the board has reprinted 
the message as an attractive 16-page book- 
let. 

The message applies not only to the 
institutional work of the church, but also 
to the lives of individuals. 

Order from: Board of Hospitals and 
Homes, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Darry Vacation Brae Scuoor Packer. 
American Bible Society. 50¢ 


For use in vacation church schools, the 
American Bible Society has prepared a 
packet containing Scripture portions and 
illustrations of mission work through the 
Bible. In Bible Society tradition, it avoids 
Scripture interpretation. 

The packet contains: Illustrated 
Gospel of St. Mark; a foreign Scripture 
portion; a Braille card; a poster; a history, 
Our Bible, How It Came to Us; a leaflet 
showing “God so loved the world” in 
many languages; General Bible Reading 
for Children; a leaflet of songs, prayers 
and benedictions; a leaflet on Japan; a 
picture sheet of Scripture distribution in 
Japan; a photograph from Japan; and an 
inexpensive Scripture folder. 

Order from: American Bible Society, 
Educational Dept., 450 Park Ave., New 
York 22, N.Y. 

( 
Parents’ Packets ON ALCOHOL AND 

Gamsuinc. Board of Temperance. 

30¢. 


Two attractive new packets designed 
to help parents communicate with their 
children on important social issues have 


been assembled by the General Board 
of Temperance. 

The Parents’ Packet on Alcohol con- 
tains separate printed pieces designed to 
give parents a background on questions 
youths often ask about drinking. Titles 
include: “Alcohol and Family Life,” 
“Home Problems with Alcohol” and 
“Mental Health for Tomorrow.” Many 
of the materials are reprints of outstand- 
ing articles which have appeared in The 
Christian Home, a family magazine pub- 
lished by the Editorial Division of the 
Board of Education. 

The Parents’ Packet on Gambling also 
is designed to help parents answer youth- 
ful questions about the pros and cons of 
this social problem. Titles include: 
“Something for Nothing? Why Not?” 
and “Parents and the Spirit of Gambling.” 

Order from: Service Department, 
Methodist Board of Temperance, 100 
Maryland Ave. NE, Washington 2, 
D.C. 


A Sickness 1n Socrety, by Ralph A. 
Cannon. Board of Temperance. 25¢. 


This 32-page booklet is an analysis of 
the exploitation of sex by newsstand 
magazines, done by a young South 
Carolina minister. 

Mr. Cannon tells the quantities of 
magazines that deal mainly in sex: he 
found that $25 would not buy a complete 
set of samples for a single month. He 
analyzes the magazines themselves and 
the motives and problerns of those who 
buy them. 

Finally, the book relates the churches 
to the problem and suggests various steps 
toward the control of the lewd publica- 
tions. 

Order from: TEM Press, 100 Mary- 
land Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


MetTuopism In WasnincTon. Board of 
Temperance. 25¢. 


An attractive new booklet giving a 
bird’s-eye view of the work and activities 
of Methodist agencies in the nation’s 
capital city. 

It contains pictures of the Methodist 
building on Capitol Hill, leading 
churches, hospitals and _ universities 
where Methodists are at work. 

The booklet also features buildings 
and monuments of Washington which 
symbolize the constitutional guarantees 
of religious freedom. It was designed to 
serve as a tourist guide for Methodist 
visitors. 

Copies will be distributed free at large 
scale church-sponsored meetings in 
Washington. 

Order from: TEM Press, Methodist 
Board of Temperance, 100 Maryland 
Ave., NE, Washington 2, D.C. 








The Methodist Church is going 
back into a lot of places that we once 
left. 

Reopening abandoned churches is 
one of the points in the 1958 Year of 
Expansion—part of the Emphasis on 
the Local Church. A survey (THe 
Mernopist Story, April, p. 14) has 
shown that 100 Methodist churches 
have been reopened since 1956 and 
that more ought to be reopened in the 
years just ahead. The trick is to know 
which ones. 

There is much sentiment in the re- 
opening of an abandoned church. 
There is also a lot of hard work and 
careful, prayerful planning. 


A Weighty Decision 

The important decision of whether 
an abandoned church should be re- 
opened must be shared by many per- 
sons. The bishop and district super- 
intendent, of course, have prime re- 
sponsibility. Because of their respon- 
sibilities, the Conference Board of 
Missions and the district board of 
church location and building will also 
have an interest. But there is room for 
others to share. 

The pastor and leading lay persons 
from near-by churches have taken 


steps that led to the reopening of 
churches, with the approval of the 
appropriate authorities. Often the lead 
has been taken by persons in the com- 
munity from which the church with- 
drew. 

Where are the churches that need to 
be reopened? 

One naturally thinks of the little 
old country church. But it should not 
always be reopened. Population shifts 
or new community patterns may make 
it no longer needed. 

Often the occasion for reopening a 
country church will be changes in the 
community—an industrial develop- 
ment that brings people back into an 
area or the encroachment of a city that 
turns a rural area into suburb. 

(The Bloomfield church, near Des 
Moines, lowa, pictured on our back 
cover, is an example of a former 
country church that reopned as the 
suburbs began to head its way.) 

Other churches that need to be re- 
opened are inner city churches that 
Methodists let go of because the work 
was difficult or because all of “our peo- 
ple” moved away. The Convocation on 
Urban Life in Washington last Febru- 
ary urged a Methodist return to the 


city. 


The Rev. Ray Ragsdale, superin- 
tendent of Los Angeles District, told 
how he had located a spot where, in 
terms of people to be served, he felt a 
new church should be started. Cruising 
the neighborhood for a site, he was 
astonished to find a building, now 
owned by a sect, that said “Methodist 
Church” on the cornerstone. Method- 
ists had withdrawn from the very spot 
where they are now needed! 


Help Is Available 


If there’s an abandoned church near 
you that perhaps should be reopened, 
you can get help in sizing up the situa- 
tion. The district superintendent, 
bishop, and conference authorities 
should be consulted. Useful in evalua- 
tion will be survey instruments that 
have been created to identify neg- 
lected areas. (See announcement in 
Tue Meruopist Story, April, p. 24, 
or write to the Department of Re- 
search and Surveys, Division of Na- 
tional Missions, 1701 Arch _ St., 
Philadelphia 3, Pa.) 

Information put out by the Division 
of National Missions to guide in the 
establishment of new churches will 
also be useful. There is help also in 
the experience of others: 





THOSE 
NASHVILLE LAYMEN! 


Laymen with vision saved five 
churches that had been at the point 
of abandonment. 


by Randle Dew 


I met Tom Husband, president of the 
Nashville District Methodist Layman’s 
Club, and J. C. Dale, Jr., a past presi- 
dent, in Chattanooga where we had gone 
to discuss the expansion phase of the 
Methodist quadrennial program for the 
Nashville Area. Within a few days I was 
thoroughly introduced to the work of 
this group of men. 


4 


Mr. Husband, T. E. Truett, a past 
president and unofficial godfather, and 
the Rev. W. T. Steele, city mission pas- 
tor, called on me to explain the primary 
purpose of the club. It was to sponsor 
churches and church schools in neg- 
lected areas in the district. 

Five of the missions were Methodist 
churches which had been, at one time, 
near the point of abandonment. One of 
these churches had 22 members when 
the club took it over, but now it has 225 
church members and 250 church-school 
members. This is by far the most success- 
ful operation, but the other four churches 
are growing. 


The Layman’s Club helps with the 


pastors’ salaries, raises money for educa- 
tional buildings and equipment, and has 
furnished a church bus, equipment, and 
supplies for the programs of these church- 
es. 
In addition to this kind of help, the 
men have given many hours of cleaning, 
painting, fixing, teaching, and preaching. 
One layman has a regular monthly ap- 
pointment as a lay speaker. 

For the different missions, the Lay- 
man’s Club provides rent for buildings, 
purchases property, and provides funds 
for special programs, literature, and sup- 
plies. Used clothing is collected and dis- 
tributed to needy people; seasonal parties 
are provided for families; and hot choco- 


THE METHODIST STORY 





late is provided for children on Sunday. 

“See that house over there,” said Mr. 
Steel. “Five families live there. This is 
the worst section in town. Some of those 
boys will end up in the pen, mostly be- 
cause they are just plain hungry. We're 
trying to help them.” 

The Layman’s Club works closely 
with the juvenile court, placing children 
in good homes. 

In the midst of mud, muck, and misery 
we found bright-eyed children eager to 
follow any leadership that may come their 
way. Only a few were in Sunday school. 
We drove by a mission church housed 
in a basement building. There was no 
pastor and no Sunday school. 

Mr. Steele gives an hour each Sunday 
afternoon to a preaching service and has 
visited extensively in the community. He 
has found more than 40 people not 
being served by any church. Recently a 
Sunday school was started there and lay- 
men are being recruited for the project. 

Two hundred men attend the club’s 
monthly meeting. Their enthusiasm was 
contagious; their budget, almost $8,000. 
They have provided a ministerial scholar- 
ship at Martin College for a number of 
years, and have helped establish 25 men’s 
clubs in nearby counties to “keep each 
pulpit filled every Sunday in the entire 
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THAT WAS LOST 


At Vista, N.Y., a church was 
“found” when citizens reopened it. 


by Margaret F. Donaldson 


A few dozen persons had been holding 
services in an abandoned church near 
Vista, N.Y. A year ago they decided they 
wanted to organize and become a Meth- 
odist congregation. To learn how to do it, 
they went to the Rev. Lewis H. Davis of 
Stamford, Conn., district superintendent. 

Then one of the elderly residents made 
an astonishing discovery. Records in her 
possession revealed that the building had 
always been Methodist. 

The documents showed it had been or- 
ganized in 1857 as the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church at Vista. It was connected 
with the Methodist church of North 
Wilton, Conn., for a long time, and was 
served by the same minister. Many years 
ago the North Wilton church was official- 
ly discontinued. 

Then the neighborhood changed again. 
It began to thrive and the desire for a 
place of worship led to the discovery of 
the lost Methodist church. The district 
superintendent appointed the Rev. John 
H. Baker as pastor and 60 persons at- 
tended the reorganization service. 
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WE’LL 
KEEP OUR CHURCHES 


Arkansas’ population is declining, 
but a strong rural program 
aims at saving the churches. 


by Jeanne Mason 


Arkansas has fewer rural churches to- 
day than a generation ago. Since 1941, 
Methodism has lost 66 churches in the 
Arkansas-Louisiana Area in communities 
where the population was 499 or less. 

Many people in rural areas are moving 
to town. The trend in the state now is 
toward larger but fewer farms and a bet- 
ter standard of living for the farmer. 

During the decade 1940-50, the rural 
population of the state declined from 
1,517,477 to 1,312,258, or 13.5 per 
cent. 

During the same period, the urban 
population of Arkansas increased from 
431,910 to 617,153, or 42.9 per cent. 

The Rev. James E. Major of Little 
Rock has pointed out that only 27 per 
cent of the Methodist church members in 
Arkansas live in the country or in com- 
munities of less than 500 population. But 
72 per cent of the congregations are 
either in the country or in communities 
of 500 or less, and 72 per cent of the 
congregations have less than 100 mem- 

TS. 

As executive secretary of the Little 
Rock Conference Town and Country 
C »mmission, Mr. Major and the Rev. 
A. N. Storey of Conway, commission 
secretary for the North Arkansas Con- 
ference, are working with commission 
members and pastors to keep rural 
churches from being abandoned. 

Through the group ministry, town and 
country seminars, “enlarged charge” 
workshops, and the every-member can- 
vass, these Arkansas Methodists are striv- 
ing for better rural church administration. 

In November of 1957, some 30 rural 
pastors of North Arkansas Conference 
met with the commission secretaries for 
a two-day workshop at Amboy Church, 
North Little Rock. All ministers who at- 
tended the sessions are serving from 
two to six churches. Committees were 
organized to study salary, pastoral visit- 
ing, preaching load, and local church or- 
ganization. 

Enabling churches in a natural area to 
work together for mutual benefit, the 
group ministry is becoming increasingly 
popular in Arkansas. 

Many rural people who move to larger 
towns and cities in Arkansas are reluc- 
tant to attend a large church. Some of 
them have overcome this barrier and 
joined larger churches, but others have 
banded together to organize neighborhood 
churches. The conference doesn’t oppose 


this, Mr. Major says. In fact, it encour- 
ages it. 

“It’s better to keep the churches small 
enough so that members can be easily 
reached,” he said. 

A third Methodist church was estab- 
lished recently at Malvern, a town of 
about 5,000. The new congregation, for 
lack of funds, was unable to construct a 
building and had been holding services 
in a tent. Some 25 miles away on Lake 
Hamilton stood Mount Carmel Methodist 
Church, abandoned since the outbreak of 
World War II. The Rev. Harold Davis, 
pastor of the new congregation, and dis- 
trict superintendent Rev. T. T. McNeal 
worked out a plan whereby the aban- 
doned church could be moved to Malvern. 

A half-block of property with a four- 
room frame dwelling located on it was 
purchased and donated by Malvern’s 
First Methodist Church. The abandoned 
church building was moved and added 
to the four-room house. 

The Conference and General Boards 
of Missions supplemented the pastor’s 
salary, the 1,000 Club contributed $5,- 
000, and the Conference Board of Mis- 
sions gave $1,000 toward renovation of 
the building. St. Paul Methodist Church, 
as it is known now, has a membership of 
189. 

“This is an answer to the financial 
problems of a lot of young churches in 
small towns,” Mr. Davis says. “In cases 
where it would not be wise to reopen 
an abandoned church, it can sometimes 


be relocated.” 


TWELVE YEARS OF 
LARGER PARISH 


The strength needed to reopen 
Missouri churches was found in a 
plan of co-operation. 


by Marvin T. Judy 


On Oct. 15, 1946, the moving van 
stopped at the Cainsville, Mo., Method- 
ist parsonage. 

It wasn’t an encouraging parsonage, 
having been neglected of paint and repair 
for 30 years, no fresh wallpaper for 10 
years, nor running water, bare light 
bulbs hanging from dingy cords. During 
the process of unloading the furniture, 
boards in the front porch gave way. 

It was a bleak day—rainy and cold— 
for fall in this northern Missouri town 
had set in. 

Before the van was unloaded, the 
neighborhood undertaker drove up. 
Wearing four-buckled overshoes, he 
stepped over the muddy ditch and met 
the new pastor. There was a death out in 
the country. Could I conduct the funer- 
al? My pastoral work had begun. 

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt had become in- 
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terested in Harrison County through the 
vision of the Rev. J. W. Ward, superin- 
tendent of Maryville District. 

Bishop Holt obtained the assistance of 
the Rev. Floyd V. Brower, who was 
being separated from the Army chap- 
laincy, to do a thorough study of the 
possibilities of work in Harrison County. 
Bishop Holt said in substance to Mr. 
Brower: 

“Harrison County is distinctly Protes- 
tant. We have some 24 Methodist 
churches, many of which are in the open 
country. I am anxious to have some dis- 
tinctive work done there, and the General 
Board of Missions is willing to co-oper- 
ate with us. I want you and Mrs. 
Brower to go there and contact the dis- 
trict superintendent, Rev. J. W. Ward, 
who will give you the situation. I want 
you to work it out in your own way and 
report the possibilities for a special type 
of rural work.” 

Quoting Rev. Floyd V. Brower: 

“So the work started. The plan used 
was simple. I selected a church for a 
week’s services. I preached every night 
and visited during the day in homes 


about the church for a two- or three-mile 
radius, taking census as I went. About 
Thursday of each week I began to ex- 
plain what we hoped to do in the county 
by way of setting up the parish. I ex- 
plained the type of work and ministry 
which should be offered. I tried to get 
a commitment from the churches on a 
tentative program and budget. At the end 
of the week I moved to another church 
leaving the one to ‘soak.’” 

With the exception of the county-seat 
church, there had been long periods 
when there was no pastoral leadership in 
most churches of the county. Buildings 
were in sad need of repair. Stewardship 
was unknown for the reason laymen had 
not been taught. Youth work, woman’s 
work, and lay activities were all absent. 
Small Sunday church schools had sur- 
vived the lean years, and to the faithful 
leaders of these church schools can go 
the credit for preserving the “remnant” 
on which the Harrison County Larger 
Parish was built. 

The Harrison County Larger Parish 
was organized as a means of approaching 
the administration of the church in the 


entire county rather than each charge 
simply being a unit unto itself. 

The ministers (three of whom were 
members of the annual conference and 
four of whom were approved supply pas- 
tors) met monthly for planning. 

A parish paper was published about 
seven times annually. 

Vacation church schools, teacher train- 
ing schools, revival meetings, Lord’s Acre 
harvest festivals, youth activities, were all 
held as near the same time as possible. 
This facilitated planning and promoting. 

The most outstanding things which 
happened in the Harrison County Larger 
Parish were not the measurable items. 
True, there were additions to the church- 
es, monies raised, buildings erected, re- 
modeled and expanded. But a spirit of 
optimism, replacing pessimism, came over 
the small congregations. The Gospel be- 
came a reality. Hope was revived. With 
optimism and hope, the congregations felt 
they were again a part of the great con- 
nectional system of Methodism. By 1952 
there were 29 congregations in the parish, 
served by eight pastors. 





UNITED CLOTHING APPEAL 


In a world with a chronic refugee 
problem, the need for useable clothing 
does not slacken. 

There are urgent clothing needs in a 
dozen countries and Protestants of 
America are setting out to help the cold 
and jobless with the gift of 10,000,000 
pounds of clothing in 1958. Methodists 
will want to help. 

“United Clothing Appeal” is the name 
under which the surplus from American 
closets will be gathered. The appeal— 
“united” because of the co-operation of 
many denominations—is a project of 
Church World Service. It is not new; 
rather it is a stepping up of the clothing 
drive that has never ended since World 
War II. 

As in most interdenominational relief 
efforts, Methodists co-operate at every 
level. We participate in Church World 
Service through our Methodist Commit- 
tee for Overseas Relief. Methodists have 
helped to plan the United Clothing Ap- 
peal, and every Methodist church is 
urged to take part. 


What the Need Is 


The clothing is needed mostly for refu- 
gees, although there are other relief 
situations where used clothing is helpful. 
The most desperate needs are among the 
refugees in the tar-paper shacks of Hong 
Kong and the Arabs who have been tent- 
ing for 10 years on Israel’s borders. 

India and Pakistan, scene of recent 


floods, also have clothing needs. Ship- 
ments will go also to Germany, Poland, 
Austria, Greece, North Africa, Korea and 
Japan. 

Civil war in Indonesia is leaving new 
thousands of innocent victims who must 
be clothed. Also, there are surprising 
pockets of need in Haiti, Brazil and 
Chile. 

Nearly every kind of clothing can be 
used, but men’s clothing is especially 
needed. The call is out for men’s work 
clothes, suits and pants. Also useful is 
clothing for teen-agers, children and 
babies, including layettes. For women, 
suits, dresses and undergarments can be 
used. Blankets and bedding—always the 
first requirement when disaster strikes— 
are in constant demand. 


How to Do It 

The entire membership of your church 
can work together at clothing collection, 
or it may be a project of some one or two 
groups. 

Where it is done by groups, the 
United Clothing Appeal is suggested 
especially for Methodist Men, the Wom- 
an’s Society of Christian Service, the 
Methodist Youth Fellowship or Meth- 
odist Student Movement. 

In many communities, churches of 
many denominations will join in a city- 
wide drive. 

For publicity in your own church, 
write to MCOR for a poster and as many 


copies as you can use of a small handout 
leaflet. MCOR will send you also a 
Leader’s Guide, which makes many sug- 
gestions for a successful campaign. 
Clothing that is collected should be 
useable—not worn out. It should be 
clean and in reasonably good repair. In- 
structions for packing and shipping may 
be obtained from the clothing depots. 
All clothing should be sent to your 
nearest Church World Service Clothing 
Center. The five addresses are: New 
Windsor, Md.; Nappanee, Ind.; 919 
Emerald Ave., Modesto, Calif.; 4165 
Duncan Ave., St. Louis 10, Mo.; and 
110 East 29th St., New York, N.Y. 
Every shipment of clothing to the 
warehouse should be accompanied by a 
check equalling eight cents per pound. 
This is essential because the clothing cen- 
ters have no other way to pay for sorting, 
processing and shipping the clothing. 


When to Collect 


The time to collect clothing is now— 
and all the time. Some churches keep a 
box in the church to receive articles at 
all times. Others concentrate on two 
drives at housecleaning time. 

Whatever the timing, the best way to 
start is to write to MCOR for informa- 
tion and publicity materials. 

Write to: Methodist Committee for 
Overseas Relief, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y. 
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by Emeline F. Crane 


Young Methodists are giving well 
over a half million dollars a year to 
do missionary and educational work 
around the world. 

They do it through the Methodist 
Youth Fund—their own unified be- 
nevolence fund that serves the Meth- 
odist Youth Fellowship in much the 
same way as World Service does for 
the church in general. 

As they give to the Methodist Youth 
Fund—they call. it MYFund—the 
MYF members learn the practice of 
stewardship. They also express their 
concern for reaching the world with 
the gospel of Christ. 

Since the founding of the MYF at 
the time of Methodist union in 1939, 
gifts to the fund have aggregated more 
than $6,000,000. In 1956-57 the year’s 
total was $689,000. 

During the year 1957-58, just ended, 
more than 60 mission projects were 
supported through MYFund. This 
number included community centers, 
schools, medical work, rural work and 
social-evangelistic work. It included 
projects in this country and overseas, 
some strictly Methodist and some car- 
ried on co-operatively with other de- 
nominations. Programs of Christian 
education are aided in more than 40 
mission conferences. 

The work includes also expanding 
ministries to young people in the 
United States. This is made possible 
through the Youth Department of the 
general Board of Education and the 
youth programs of the 100 annual 
conferences, 

For the year 1958-59, beginning 
June 1, projects like the following will 
be related to the fund: 

Marcy Center, Chicago, Ill. This social 
center of the Woman’s Division of Chris- 


tian Service meets needs of people on the 
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: Methodist young people support 
their own projects of Christian service 


around the world. 


west side of Chicago. During each year 
thousands of persons come for counsel or 
medical assistance, they attend nursery 
school, English, or citizenship classes and 
take part in civic groups. 


Nagasaki Christian Yuai Kan, Nagasaki, 
Japan. Social centers are playing an im- 
portant part in the evangelization of 
Japan. The words “yuai kan” mean “the 
house of brotherly love.” This love is 
demonstrated through services which in- 
clude a clinic, a nursery for the babies 
of working mothers, a nursery school, 
kindergarten and club rooms. 


People’s Central Institute, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. The institute is located 
near the docks of the port city of Rio de 
Janeiro. In includes primary and second- 
ary school, a high school, clubs, craft 
groups, home economics, and library. 
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Kindergarten Training School, Taejon, 
Korea. This school is especially for the 
training of persons who will become 
kindergarten workers in Korea’s small 
towns and rural areas. 


School of Homemaking, Lodja, Belgian 
Congo, Africa. At Lodja a school of 
homemaking and a practice house are an 
important part of the mission station pro- 
gram, and eventually the total life of the 
community can be affected by the girls 
who receive training in this model home. 


George O. Robinson School, Santurce, 
Puerto Rico. This school has sought to 
meet the needs of Puerto Rican children 
and young people during the past half- 
century. The workers maintain and su- 
pervise 15 day-school units which meet 
in various Methodist churches and make 
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it possible for boys and girls to receive 
early education in a Christian atmosphere. 


Navajo Methodist Mission School, 
Farmington, New Mexico. The history 
and accomplishments of this school are 
filled with adventure. Navajo families 
have been reached with the message of 
Christanity through their children who 
have attended the mission school. Gradu- 
ates are preparing to be leaders among 
their people and in areas outside the 
reservation. 


RAVEMCCO, overseas. This name ap- 
plies to the Radio, Visual Education, and 
Mass Communications Committee of the 
National Council of Churches (U.S.A.). 
A world-wide use of mass communica- 
tions brings the Christian message to 
hundreds of thousands of people. 


Migrant Work, U.S.A. Home to the mi- 
grants is where the crops are ripe. They 
need the churches; they welcome the so- 
cial and religious ministry which comes 
to them through this interdenominational 


program. 


World Youth Projects, overseas. World 
Youth Projects are an interdenomination- 
al and an international undertaking. 
Youths of many countries are participat- 
ing in them. Through this program young 
people overseas will have increased op- 
portunities and experiences in such areas 
as training, Christian fellowship, service, 
and further program development. 


Freeman Clinic and Neward Hospital, 
El Paso, Texas. This clinic ministers 
chiefly to Latin American families in El 


yas 


AAD 1943-46 


$131,000 


1942-43 


$103,000 


$82,000 


Total Giving 1941-1957 
$5,869,889 


Paso and along the border of Mexico. 
Segregation is not practiced, and there 
is a continuous teaching and visitation 
program in addition to the care of the 
sick who come to the clinic and hospital. 


United Christian Mission, Nepal. This 
mission opened its doors to the people of 
Nepal in 1953. Today 58 Christian 
workers are engaged. They represent 
eight denominations and eight countries. 
The excellent hospital with 46 beds oc- 
cupies what was once a palace. 


Rural Medical Work, Philippines. The 
services of the mobile clinic are carried 
on by a Filipino Christian team of doc- 
tors, nurse, mechanic, and teacher. 


Rural Work, Baguanos, Cuba. The 14 
churches and missions on the Baguanos 
Circuit are organized on the larger parish 
plan. In addition to a program of Chris- 
tian education, the activities include an 
emphasis on rural betterment, public 
health, and three day schools. 


Roof Top Work, Hong Kong. Hong 
Kong continues to be a home for thou- 
sands of refugees from China. Some 
100,000 sleep in the streets at night 
without shelter. The government has 
built walk-up apartment houses and has 
offered the roof tops to churches and other 
social agencies. A full-time Chinese 
worker makes Christian evangelism ef- 
fective. 


Evangelistic Work, Sarawak. Sarawak 
is just now becoming known to the out- 
side world. The Methodist Church car- 
ries great responsibility for reaching the 
people of this country with Protestant 


Christianity. One necessary task is to 
train leaders. Here the list of missionaries 
reads like this: Christians from China, 
Batak pastors from Sumatra, a Chinese 
man from Malaya, nurses from the 
Philippines, and American missionaries. 


Christian Education, mission confer- 
ences. In conferences overseas and in 
outposts of the U.S. there are workers 
ministering to the needs of children, 
youths, and adults through church 
schools, vacation schools, youth organiza- 
tions, summer conferences, and _leader- 
ship training schools. 


Youth Work, U.S.A. About 15 cents of 
each Methodist Youth Fund dollar given 
within a conference comes back to aid in 
the youth program there. It may help pay 
the salary of a conference director of 
youth work or of intermediate work. It 
may help with office expenses, travel and 
training enterprises. And it may go to- 
ward sending youths and adult workers 
with youths to significant meetings. 
Other Methodist Youth Fund money 
goes toward the general youth work of 
the church through the Board of Educa- 
tion. It enables members of the staff to 
render field service, prepare program 
materials, and carry on correspondence 
with young people and adults in their 
ministry to youth. 

And Methodist Youth Fund money 
also assists the National Conference of 
Methodist Youth in its activities and pro- 
gram. The membership of this body is 
composed of the presidents of annual 
conference organizations of the Method- 
ist Youth Fellowship and the presidents 
of all the state Methodist student or- 
ganizations. 


Other projects related to the Meth- 
odist Youth Fund are found described 
in the spring issue of the Methodist 
Youth Fund Bulletin which may be 
ordered free from Methodist Youth 
Fund, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 
The fall and winter issues give human 
interest stories and more detailed in- 
formation about MYFund projects in 
areas being studied in relation to cur- 
rent mission themes. 

The Methodist Youth Fund con- 
tinues to call for the increased giving 
of every member of every Methodist 
Youth Fellowship. Many of the work- 
ers and projects are still unable to 
meet adequately the needs of those to 
whom they minister. Therefore, there 
is never a ceiling on Methodist Youth 
Fund giving. 


Miss Crane is on the staff of the Youth 
Department of the Board of Education. 
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CIVILIAN 
CHAPLAINS 


ARE NEEDED $) 


OVERSEAS 


Having nowhere else to go, these 
men visit a night club in Japan. 


The Rev. Ira E. Sherman, Meth- 
odist pastor in Guantanano, 
Cuba, opens his home to men 
on leave. 


Servicemen in strange countries with time 
on their hands often get into trouble. 
Civilian chaplains can help prevent this. 


by Donald H. Tippett 


The military chaplain’s job at best 
is a trying one. And strange as it may 
seem, it is vastly more difficult in peace 
times than in times of actual warfare. 
General Matthew B. Ridgway inferred 
as much when he said: “When the 
chips are down, the men turn more 
and more to their chaplains.” 

Most men who have been under 
fire will concur heartily with Marine 
Captain Don France who, when writ- 
ing to his home church shortly after 
the Inchon landing and the capture of 
Seoul, had this to say about a chaplain 
in his outfit: 

“In all those days one man stood out 
in my mind as the real leader, spirit 
and principle for which we are fight- 
ing. He is a mild-mannered Navy 
chaplain, whom I first met back at 
Camp Lejeune. Everyone liked him 
and I remember saying to myself at 
the time, ‘When things get rough, i 
is going to be comforting to have kim 
around.’ ” 

But somehow when the smoke and 
dust of battle have blown away and 
the guns are silenced and planes fly 
overhead without a bomb-load aboard, 
many men feel less need of the chap- 
lain’s services than when danger and 
death seemed nearer at hand. 


Need Is Greater Abroad 
Apparent as this is in a military in- 
stallation located within the United 
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States, it is even more evident in areas 
foreign to the homeland. This condi- 
tion adds up to more work and harder 
work for the chaplain. 

Indeed, the less work the enlisted 
man has to do, the more difficult be- 
comes the chaplain’s task. The very lad 
who felt it “comforting to have the 
chaplain around,” when things got 
rough is often the very one who avoids 
him when the shooting is over. 

It is often the monotony and to 
him meaningless routine and discipline 
of peace-time military duty that sends 
many a GI on escapades he’d rather 
not have the chaplain know about. 

With the chaplain near at hand, a 
man is less likely to violate his training 
in moral behavior. His chaplain is a 
constant reminder of home, family 
and church and as such one of his 
greatest tasks consists in combatting 
vice of every nature—profanity, gam- 
bling, drunkenness and sexual im- 
morality. 


Lack of Wholesome Recreation 


But in the enlisted man’s free time 
off the base or on leave, he wants to 
get as far away from restrictions as is 
humanly possible. And in avoiding 
with meticulous care any and all re- 
strictions, he gets into most of his 
trouble. Lacking wholesome recreation 
to occupy his free time, he turns to 
other diversions, and more frequently 


than is good for him, it is here that he 
gets into mischief. 

Most of our boys are good, clean 
youngsters but some of them are mak- 
ing some very serious mistakes. On 
leave, too many of them get drunk and 
while under the influence become 
boisterous to such an extreme as to 
bring discredit not only upon them- 
selves but upon our nation as well. 
Some of them under the influence of 
alcohol become pugnacious and get in- 
volved in brawling. 

Recently overseas I spoke in a mili- 
tary stockade where four boys were 
being held on charges of murder. 
While on a drunken spree, they got 
into a fight and so seriously injured 
another lad that he died. In all fairness, 
I should add that there were far fewer 
boys in that stockade in proportion to 
the number of men and boys in the in- 
stallation than we have right here at 
home. But there would be still fewer, 
if men had more attractive and whole- 
some places where they could spend 
their leave time. 


Vested Interests Dig In 


It has been the history of military 
establishments, whether peacetime or 
wartime, that hardly have they been 
set up before vested interests dig in as 
near as is permissible to the installa- 
tions. It is their claim that the quickest 
dollar turnover is to be had from 
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Author in Okinawa: (I. to r.) Maj. Gen. Francis McAlister, Lt. Col. Louis 
ia. ]. Beasley, Sr., Mrs. Tippett, Bishop Tippett, Capt. Hansel H. Tower, Lt. Col. 
Richard Graham, Mrs. Graham, and Missionary Walter Krider. 


pandering, prostitution, and the sale of 


liquor. 

Without doubt this gives the chap- 
lain his greatest headache. How great 
a headache and heartache, too, is re- 
flected in a United Press report under 
the Bonn, Germany date line of Dec. 
20, 1957. This quotes an official Ger- 
man survey claiming that there are 
scattered throughout West Germany 
67,743 illegitimate children, the legacy 
of 10 years of allied occupation. Of 
these unfortunate children, 36,334 
were fathered by Americans. 

As recently as last October, I myself 
visited the Masonic Hospital in Pusan, 
Korea, where I was told that they are 
still receiving nearly 200 abandoned 
babies each month, nearly all of them 
fathered by Americans. 

Since most, if not all, moral defec- 
tions occur while the enlisted man or 
officer is off the base and off duty, I 
found that most of our chaplains in 
Japan and Korea were convinced that 
civilian chaplains were desperately 
needed. 

In Okinawa I was the guest Protes- 
tant chaplain for all our armed forces 
over the holidays. Here, because of my 
longer stay and closer relationship to 
the problem, I had better opportunities 
to observe the military off duty. I 
learned from all of our chaplains that 
they feel that it is next to imperative 
to have their work supplemented by 
well-trained and understanding civilian 
chaplains. In this feeling of need, the 
military chaplains were joined by Wal- 
ter Krider, our senior missionary on 


Okinawa. 
Officers Are Concerned 


The commanding officers of the 
Army, Air Force, and Marines on 
Okinawa were all concerned about the 
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moral well-being of their men. Lieut. 
Gen. James E. Moore of the Army and 
Brigadier General Hipps of the Air 
Force were sure that civilian chaplains, 
if they were properly trained and the 
kind of men who would have sym- 
pathetic understanding, would be a 
great asset in building and preserving 
high moral character. 

Maj. Gen. Francis M. McAlister, 
commanding the Third Marine Divi- 
sion, stressed the urgency of getting 
such help near the Marine establish- 
ment, especially during this time when 
many of his men are in tents and have 
only a limited amount of recreational 
facilities on base. 

When I talked with the Rev. John 
R. McLaughlin (who heads the Meth- 
odist Commission on Chaplains) in 
Oiso, Japan, I found him not only en- 
thusiastic but deeply concerned that 
we Methodists get some civilian rein- 
forcements into Korea, Japan and Oki- 
nawa speedily (especially Korea and 
Okinawa). 

Urge Civilian Chaplaincy 

In a recent letter from the Rev. T. 
T. Brumbaugh, Methodist missions 
executive secretary for East Asia, this 
sentence dealing with civilian rein- 
forcements stands out: 

“We must get them out to some of 
these posts as soon as possible. . . . We 
need to get our Methodists just as con- 
cerned over this civilian approach to 
our servicemen overseas as they are for 
the military chaplaincy.” 

From these testimonies it is seen that 


(Calif.) Area and member of the Methodist 
Commission on Chaplains, toured the Far 
East last December. He visited with serv- 
icemen, chaplains and missionaries, con- 
ducted services in military chapels, and 
counseled with military personnel and 
their dependents. 


all types of leadership dealing with the 
moral and spiritual well-being of our 
men in the Armed Forces are in agree- 
ment that the need for civilian rein- 
forcements is great and urgent. 

The men (or better still, the married 
couples) chosen for such civilian chap- 
laincies must be carefully screened and 
selected as are the men who enter the 
military chaplaincies. To succeed, the 
work of the civilian chaplains must be 
carefully correlated with the national 
Christian agencies of the host country 
and with the missionaries as well as 
with the military chaplains. 

This should be an interdenomina- 
tional program related to both the Gen- 
eral Commission on Chaplains and to 
the Division of Foreign Missions of 
the National Council of Churches as 
well as to our own Division of World 
Missions and our own Methodist Com- 
mission on Chaplains. 

The need is great and urgent. 


How You Can Help 


Centers of Christian counsel and 
fellowship for military and naval 
personnel while off duty have been 
opened by the churches (under the 
auspices of the National Council 
of Churches) in major cities in 
Japan, Formosa and Hong Kong. 
Similar centers seem desirable in 
Korea, Okinawa, the Panama Canal 
Zone and in several cities in Eu- 


rope. 

These centers and the personnel 
assigned to them supplement, dur- 
ing an important time in a young 
man’s military service, the work of 
the commissioned Army-Navy 
chaplains. To date, the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. and 
the Protestant Episcopal Church 
have assigned young ministers to 

The Methodist Church, through 
its Personnel Office of the Board of 
Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y., is seeking one or 
to assign to this ministry over- 
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Thousands of Methodists will travel to 
Washington in July to learn more 
about techniques of local church evangelism. 


Telling God's Good News 


“Tell God's Good News” will be the 
theme of the Methodist Convocation 
on Local Church Evangelism at Uline 


Auditorium in Washington, D.C., 
July 3-6. 
Thousands of Methodists from 


across the United States are expected 
to attend, according to Harry Denman, 
general secretary of the General Board 
of Evangelism. 

The purposes of the convocation are: 
e To face God’s challenge for this day. 
e To arouse local churches to greater 
evangelistic endeavor. 
e To tell God’s good news to others 
everywhere there is opportunity. 
e To strengthen faith through use. 
e To develop evangelistic skills for the 
local church. 

Those planning the convocation 
have expressed the hope that at least 
one person from every Methodist 


church in the U.S. will attend. The 
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meeting is planned for members of the 
commission on membership and evan- 
gelism, evangelistic leaders of the loca! 
church, district and annual conference, 
and other laymen who are interested 
in a more effective Christian witness. 
The program will begin with regis- 
tration at 9 a.m. Thursday, July 3, 
and will conclude with an Assembly of 
Methodist Congregations at Griffith 
Stadium Sunday evening, July 6. 
Sessions of the convocation will be 
devoted to addresses, discussion groups, 
and workshops in evangelism. Thurs- 
day night’s program will include a 
drama, “Sent Forth to Tell God’s Good 
News’—the story of the Christmas 
Conference and the beginning of 
Methodism in the United States. Dr. 
Harry Denman of the General Board 
of Evangelism will give the address. 
On Saturday night a_ 1,000-voice 
choir, composed of Methodist ministers 


will sing. The theme for the evening 
will be “Evangelistic Music of the 
Centuries.” Bishop W. Earl Ledden of 
the Syracuse (N.Y.) Area will be nar- 
rator. 

A 3,000-voice choir will sing Sunday 
night in the rally at Griffith Stadium 
and Bishop Arthur J. Moore, president 
of the Board of Missions, will speak. 

Other convocation speakers will in- 
clude Dr. Charles Alfred Coulson, in- 
ternationally known atomic scientist 
and professor at Oxford; Bishop W. 
Angie Smith, president of the General 
Board of Evangelism; Bishop G. Brom- 
ley Oxnan, president of the Council of 
Bishops; Bishop Paul N. Garber, the 
Rev. George A. Fallon, the Rev. 
Eugene L. Smith, Bishop Gerald H. 
Kennedy, the Rev. Gerald O. McCul- 
loh, Maj. Gen. Charles I. Carpenter, 
chief of chaplains, U.S. Air Force; 
Mrs. T. Otto Nall, vice-president of 
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the Woman's Division of Christian 
Service; Bishop Hazen G. Werner, the 
Rev. Kermit L. Long, Charles A. 
Stuck, representing Methodist lay- 
men; Bishop Roy H. Short, Bishop 
Edgar A. Love, and other pastors and 
laymen. 

This meeting is the only national 
evangelistic convocation for Method- 
ists scheduled for this quadrennium. 


Vacation with a Purpose 
by Charles A. Stuck 


Methodism has felt a growing need 
for a serious study of evangelism as 
it applies to the local church. The 
“garden variety” of Methodist has not 
always felt equal to the demands of 
making himself a working member of 
the vast team that seeks to “Tell Amer- 
ica about Christ.” 

This is one of the many reasons why 
there will be a National Convocation 
on Local Church Evangelism in Wash- 
ington, D.C., July 3-6. 


No delegates will be elected or even 
selected except as they are elected or 
selected in local churches. Representa- 
tives from every church in American 
Methodism will be expected at the 
meeting. 

In addition to hearing many out- 
standing personalities of the church, 
there will be opportunity for those who 
attend to discuss evangelism in a down- 
to-earth manner through means of 
discussion groups. Leaders of the 
groups will be both ministers and lay- 
men who will speak from their own ex- 
perience. 

Whole families are being urged to 
attend. Programs will be of interest 
to youths, and all young persons will 
be urged to participate in discussions. 
Hotel and motel accommodations will 
be adequate for families if they register 
now. Registration applications should 
be sent to the Rev. Joseph H. Edge, 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 

Why not combine your vacation and 
the Methodist Convocation on Evan- 
gelism this summer? The convocation 


could be planned as part of your tour 
of the eastern United States. There are 
many places of historic and scenic in- 
terest in the Washington area. 

Information regarding the convoca- 
tion and vacation possibilities in the 
Washington area is available from the 
Publicity Department, 1908 Grand 
Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 

Use the registration blank on page 7 
of your May Mernopist Srory. 


Mr. Stuck is an Arkansas layman who be- 
came so interested in lay preaching that 
he gave up his lumber business to devote 
full time to the work of the church and its 
program of evangelism. 





Plans for Convocation 


Harold S. Rogers, staff member of the 
Board of Evangelism, has set up an office 
in Washington, D.C., to direct regional 
preparations for the National Convoca- 
tion on Local Church Evangelism there 
July 3-6. 

His office is located in The Methodist 
Building, 100 Maryland Ave. NE, Wash- 
ington 2, D.C. 

Mr. Rogers is director of personal 
evangelism for the Board of Evangelism. 
He will work with district superintend- 
ents and evangelism secretaries of 12 an- 
nual conferences in the Washington 
area in preparation for the national 
convocation. 


Evangelism Ratio Is 25-1 
Although The Methodist Church in 


the United States received an average 
of more than 1,000 members on pro- 
fession of faith each day during 1957, 
it still took an average of about 25 
Methodists to win one new member this 


way. 
This was revealed in a study made by 
the Rev. George H. Jones of the Board 
of Evangelism in Nashville, Tenn. Dr. 
Jones made a study of Methodist church 
membership statistics. 
A total of 378,031 persons joined The 
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Methodist Church on profession of faith 
in 1957. This figure, divided into the 
total number of U.S. Methodists reported 
in 1956, gives a ratio of 25.3. It took 
27.1 Methodists to win a new member 
in 1956. 

Total membership of The Methodist 
Church reported for 1957 was 9,566,629, 
a net gain of 121,809 over 1956. 


For Temperance Leaders 


A three-level training program for key 
temperance leaders has gone into full 
operation this year under the sponsor- 
ship of the Board of Temperance. 

The levels include a series of regional 
briefing conferences, a national school 
of alcohol studies, and another series 
of national seminars on specialized sub- 
jects. 

Leaders start at the bottom and move 
up in the graduated training program, 
each level being a prerequisite for the 
next. 

The following training programs are 
scheduled by the Board of Temperance 
and other social action boards for the 
summer and fall: 

Regional Briefing Conferences: South- 
eastern Jurisdiction, Lake Junaluska, 
N.C., Sept. 23-25; South Central Juris- 
diction, Fayetteville, Ark., July 8-11; 
Western Jurisdiction, Salt Lake City, 


Utah, Sept. 16-18; North Central Juris- 
diction, Chicago, IIl., Sept. 30 to Oct. 2; 
and Northeastern Jurisdiction, Buck Hill 
Falls, Pa., Oct. 28-31. 

National Adult School of Alcohol 
Studies, Baptist Assembly, Green Lake, 
Wis. 

National Seminars: Rehabilitation, 
Evanston, Ill., Nov. 11-14; and Com- 
munications, Feb. 24-27, 1959, with the 
place to be announced later. 

For further information, write the 
Board of Temperance, 100 Maryland 
Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Offer Job Analyses Set 


A job analyses set for church-school 
officers has been prepared by the De- 
partment of General Church School 
Work of the Board of Education. 

General Officers Analyses Set (8347- 
C) is available for 25¢ from the Service 
Department, PO Box 871, Nashville 
2, Tenn. Cash must accompany every 
order. 

The set contains a job analysis for 
the church-school superintendent, mem- 
bership cultivation superintendent, chair- 
man of the commission on education, 
general secretary, general treasurer, the 
person who orders literature, church- 
school librarian, and an analysis of the 
pastor’s relationship to his church school. 
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, What the 
ADVANCE — 
Means 


by E. Harold Mohn 


Jesus described his Kingdom on earth 
as a creative program. He said it begins 
in the seed. It grows. It multiplies. It 
never ends. 

The Methodist church says: 

“We seek a creative Christian program 
which will cause each member to ex- 
perience such dedicated and trained rela- 
tionship to Jesus Christ and His Church 
that God can use him—and that others 
may be brought into active fellowship.” 

In this spirit Methodists in 30,000 
churches have made a bold advance be- 
yond the boundaries of established giving 
practices into an adventure of high enter- 
prise. Jesus described it as “second mile” 
living. We call it “plus giving” through 
Advance Specials and Week of Dedica- 
tion projects. 


What Are Advance Specials? 

Advance Specials are carefully selected 
and approved missionary or relief proj- 
ects, overseas and in the United States, 
which may be supported entirely or in 
part by a local church, by a district, by a 
conference or by individuals or a group 
of individuals in a local church. 

These specials may be selected from 
thousands in number, as described by 
available literature from New York or 
Chicago offices and in any amount from 
five dollars to thousands. 

Giving to Advance Specials should be 
considered only and always as gifts in 
addition to meeting World Service ap- 
portionments in full. 

This “second mile” program, instituted 
by our Lord, is creative in many ways. 
And blessings multiply in the churches. 


There Are Witnesses 
From California, Marvin Stewart says, 
think the Advance Specials program 
is one of the greatest stimuli we have for 
a world outreach. 

“Having fully accepted responsibility 
for World Service our Palo Alto church 
went further to develop a personal con- 
cern for a school in San Jose, Costa Rica; 
for scholarships in Japan at Kwansei 
Gakuin and International Christian Uni- 
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versity; for a church in Anchorage, Alas- 
ka. 

“Fifteen years ago this church gave 
$1,400 annually for others. This year 
the budget for benevolences is $50,000. 
I think Advance Specials have been re- 
sponsible. They challenge and kindle 
personal interest that undergirds the 
whole benevolence program.” 

The Rev. E. J. Pendergrass, of Or- 
lando, Fla., writes: 

“Lands of Decision means people and 
places and opportunities to my congrega- 
tion. Every class in the Sunday school 
supports a missionary special of some 
kind. 

“Our people have become a part of 
the world program. They live and serve 
in Dr. William Hughlett and his son 


John Hughlett in the Belgian Congo. In 
Cuba they serve through Victor Rankin 
at Camaguey.” 

In the Florida Conference every 
church supports at least one Advance 
Special. 

Other Witnesses, and Little 

Harry Ritter from Kansas City says: 
“Advance Specials have stretched the 
vision of my people and helped the en- 
tire benevolence program. We strive to 
become a 50-50 church, as much for 
others as for ourselves.” 

George Fallon of Lakewood, Ohio, 
says that the Advance has “broadened 
our vision, unified our groups into a 
dynamic fellowship, made my ‘church 
world needs conscious,’ and helped them 


Big 





Newsboys Craig 
Finlayson, 

Tom Maddox 
and John Sex- 
ton present 
their Advance 
Special check to 
Dr. Blake. Pas- 
tor Virgil W. 
Sexton is at left. 


oes 


pe. 


What the Advance means in the lives 
of givers and the life of the church was 
demonstrated this spring at Decatur, Ind. 

Five newsboys, age 13 to 15, proudly 
presented a check for a $50 Advance 
Special to a Board of Missions represent- 
ative. The boys gave a scholarship for 
a boy in a grade school at Quessua, 
Angola, Africa, and they presented their 
check to the Rev. C. Melvin Blake, mis- 
sions executive for work in Angola. 

Here’s how it happened: For several 
years the Decatur church has helped to 
support (as an Advance Special) the 
Rev. and Mrs. Edwin LeMaster, mis- 
sionaries to Angola. Several organizations 


Ansbaugh Studio 


of the church are supporting scholar- 
ships. Last fall Mr. LeMaster, home on 
furlough, came to Decatur and spoke at 
a school of missions. The newsboys be- 
came interested in the Quessua school 
and asked to have a Special. 

For six months the boys saved money 
out of the three to five dollars a week they 
earn from their house-to-house routes. 
They reached their goal of $50 just in 
time for the visit of Dr. Blake. 

Inspired by their example, others in 
the church have provided scholarships. 
The latest to take Advance Specials have 
been the Wesleyan Service Guild and 


the Young Married Church School Class. 
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share their lives with the least of these 
in Christ’s name.” 

Roland G. Hohn, Canton, Ohio, is 
pastor of a church that for many years 
has given much more to World Service 
than was apportioned. He writes: 

“The Advance Specials program now 
personalizes benevolence. It gives us a 
real stake in Africa through Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert Simpson. The Hedges bring 
Hawaii to our very church doorstep. To 
us Dr. Goodloe is a symbol of the Philip- 
pines.” 

From a church in Illinois comes the 
testimony of Charles M. Crowe, pastor of 
Wilmette Parish Church: 

“Our participation has dramatized the 
outreach of Methodism in meeting 
human need: it has brought the mission 
program close to the average member; it 
has lifted the benevolent spirit of our peo- 
ple.” 

It does these things everywhere. It lifts 
the little church and the big church; the 
home field and the foreign field; the 
preacher and the layman; the children, 
young people, and adults; the congrega- 
tion and the classes and groups in any 
church. 

The Advance Specials and Week of 
Dedication program of Methodism, which 
now supports more than half of our mis- 
sionaries, has cared for over 100 emer- 
gency missionary projects and given spe- 
cial training in America to more than 
20,000 missionary projects. 


Witness of a District Superintendent 
Byron Stroh, superintendent of the 
Fort Wayne (Ind.) District gives just a 


few glimpses into exciting experiences 
that stream from the churches of his dis- 
trict: 

Roll is a church of 47 members. Two 
years ago there was no World Service, 
no Advance. They were about ready to 
close the church, which sorely needed 
repair; it had no furnace. 

Then came a student pastor with mis- 
sionary vision. Everything began to move 
up: building, congregation, youth work, 
and income. Among the first items agreed 
upon was $160 for World Service, $100 
for a scholarship in India and three other 
Advance Specials. “This church now lives 
and grows.” 

“At Forest Park Church,” writes the 
former chairman of the commission on 
missions, “until the Advance program 
came we had little interest in missions. 
Six years ago our church paid $3,200 to 
World Service and $1,000 to Advance 
Specials. Last year we paid $7,000 to 
World Service and $3,500 to Advance 
Specials and more than doubled the regu- 
lar budget.” 

Dr. Stroh says it is a similar story at 
Decatur, at Wayne Street in Fort Wayne, 
at First Church in Bluffton, and many 
other churches in the district. 

“We believe,” he writes, “that cultiva- 
tion of the Advance will deepen and en- 
rich the total life of churches. We make 
quarterly conferences into workshops, use 
promotional films, and hold churchman- 
ship conferences. All this reaches the peo- 
ple at the grass roots.” 

Bishop Ralph E. Dodge, from Africa, 
writes: 

“We have native pastors for churches, 


nurses for dispensaries, but we sorely 
need teachers for schools. 

“At Nyadiri we set up a school to 
train teachers. The friendly Rhodesian 
Government promised help for a dormi- 
tory and kitchen, but it is under terrific 
financial strain. We have barely a year to 
find funds or it will be necessary to close 
the school.” 

Bishop Dodge pleads: “As you consider 
Advance Specials in your local church, 
please search diligently to see if there 
are some benevolence funds that could 
be sent for the Nyadiri dormitory. A total 
of $20,000 is needed.” This is but one 
example. 


Something More 

Without World Service and annual 
conference benevolence budgets, upon 
which the whole structure of our benevo- 
lence enterprise rests, there could be no 
project giving. Budgets and apportion- 
ments do not preclude “plus giving”; 
neither do they make this “second mile” 
type of stewardship inevitable. 

Something more, both in technique 
and in the character of the Christian, is 
required if the church is to be led beyond 
the requirements of duty into an experi- 
ence of complete dedication as described 
by Jesus when he asked, “What do ye 
more than others?” 

The larger Christian responsibility, we 
think, is to measure up not only to 
minimum needs but to maximum possi- 
bilities. It is evident that our Methodist 
churches are doing this; and they are do- 
ing it deliberately, consistently, and in- 
creasingly. 


What the Advance Means to Overseas Relief 
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ADVANCE 
SPECIALS 36% 


SUFFERING AND 
SERVICE 35% 4 


CHURCHES 


Advance Specials* 
Week of Dedication 


Service 
Other Sources 
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Awa 


Fellowship of Suffering and 





MCOR Income 1956-57 


$324,162 352% 
93,817 10% 


326,906 352% 
183,710 19% % 


$928,596 
farmers 


Famine relief in India 2 
Care of Orphans in Korea 


What You Can Do 


Gifts in any amount from your church—from $5 to $5,000—can buy 
a share in some project for relief of suffering. Here are examples 
of MCOR projects to which you may assign your gifts: 


Anti-tuberculosis campaign 
in India 
Help to refugee immigrants 


* Figures above cover ordinary sources of in- 
come. In 1956-57 an additional $1,060,658 was Aid to refugees in Hong 
given for Hungarians and Other Victims of Kong 

Oppression, also as Advance Specials. 


Near East and Europe 


Disaster fund (for urgent un- 
expected needs anywhere) 


a 
@ Rehabilitation of Korean s 
@ Assistance to refugees in the 
B 
a 











Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief, Advance Department 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 
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WHAT THE ADVANCE MEANS TO WORLD MISSIONS 


Chart showing 1956-57 figures for Division of World Missions of the Board of Missions of The Methodist Church 


Chart 1 Neek of Dedication 4.2% 


Other 9.5% $373,365 
$849,643 ee 





SOURCES OF 


World Service 39.4% TOTAL INCOME 


$3,538,279 











100% = $8,981,516 





Advance Specials 55.3% 


$1,634,920 SOURCES OF 


MONEY SPENT 
FOR MISSIONARY 
SUPPORT 


fy § fyi Wyk fi f World Service & Other 
41.8% $1,131,263 
Sources $ 100% = $2,955,237 


Each family group symbolizes an expenditure of $300,000 











Sources of money spent for scholarships, assistance to 
workers, medical work and other overseas maintenance* 





Advance Specials 58.2% 
$1,579,089 
CURRENT WORK 


OVERSEAS 


7 ~ { World Service & Other 
*Exclusive of $100,000 from Week 
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Each figure represents an expenditure of $150,000 7 pace spied — 











Sources of money spent for building and equipment of 
churches, schools, hospitals, etc. 


1. Advance Specials 50% $1,004,200 








CAPITAL 
cde ” 2. Week of Dedication 13.6% $273,365 EXPENDITURES 


Total these two sources 63.6% $1,277,565 
w she ot Other Sources 36.4% $730,612 100% = $2,008,177 




















Each object represents an expenditure of $150,000 


THESE CHARTS tell their own story. To maintain the Advance, WHAT CAN YOU DO? 


1. Be sure your church pays its full World Service Apportionment. THIS IS BASIC. 


2. Ask your church to accept an Advance Specials project. ADVANCE DEPARTMENT, 
3. Participate in the Week of Dedication. DIVISION OF WORLD MISSIONS 


150 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 
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WHAT THE ADVANCE MEANS TO NATIONAL MISSIONS 


Chart showing 1956-57 figures for Division of National Missions of the Board of Missions of The Methodist Church 





1 TOTAL RECEIPTS, ADVANCE AND WEEK OF DEDICATION, 1956-57 
I $1,110,391.37, or 22°, of the total income of the Division 








Sources of Income, Year ending May 31, 1957 





WORLD SERVICE HTT lI {HI | Hl | HTH HT | |$2,780,076.07 | ||| 52% 


| \ 








ADVANCE FOR CHRIST 19% $965,732.90 
WEEK OF DEDICATION 3% $144,658.47 


MISSION AID RETURNED \|||||| 7% $374,504.71 


INCOME INVESTMENTS TTT HTH 16% $844,122.92 





OTHER ill 3% $172,723.73 


WORLD SERVICE IS THE FOUNDATION OF ALL OUR MISSIONARY WORK 
THE ADVANCE IS VITAL TO ALL MISSION FIELDS 











THE ADVANCE MEANS 





In Alaska, Puerto Rico, 


ADVANCE BEQUESTS & Haw 
$221,203.34 SPECIAL FUNDS aii, Rio Grande, 


(45.85%) $17,247.69 and Oklahoma Indian 


ee | 13.59%} Mission Conferences 
WORLD SERVICE 


WEEK OF DEDICATION 
yeery 7 —— $19,383.05 
, ; (4%) 


WEEK OF DEDICATION 
WORLD SERVICE $65,165.91 


PASTORAL SUPPORT “——— (9.05%) 
TOTAL $482,475.62 , 








ADVANCE 
The Advance paid 45.85% of the $137,988.63 
amount provided by the Division of 19.17% 
National Missions for PASTORAL SUP- 


: meat BEQUESTS & SPECIAL 
a the five mission fields named FUNDS—$465,049.23 


(68.77%) 
The Advance and the Week of Dedi- 
cation together paid in these fields 
28.22%, of the amount spent by the BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT 
Division of National Missions for 


BUILDINGS and EQUIPMENT. TOTAL $719,888.96 




















SUPPORT NATIONAL (HOME) MISSIONS 
Take A National Division ADVANCE Special — Observe The Week of Dedication. 
For further information write: ADVANCE DEPARTMENT, Charles Parkin, Director 
1701 Arch Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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Hoping to find help for her 
alcoholic husband, Irene turns 
to her pastor in the new tem- 
perance film, ‘“‘How Long the 
Night.” 


Climax of the film comes 
when the husband, in a drunk- 

4 en rage, returns home and de- 
mands to see his baby. Irene 
tries to stop him. 


Understanding and sympathy 
are basic in the rehabilitation 


of alcoholics, this new tem- 
perance film points out. 


“You know what kind of a world 
this is? It’s a little pebble and the peo- 
ple in it are smaller than ants in an ant 
hill. And I’m the smallest of the small 
ants. Except when I drink. Because 
when I drink, I’m a giant! . . .” 

With words like these, a unique new 
motion picture lays bare the strange 
factors which drive some men into the 
abyss of alcoholism. 

How Long the Night portrays the 
reasons why so many alcoholics keep 
on drinking and the struggle of one 
wife to try to understand her alcoholic 
husband. 

Produced for the Board of Temper- 
ance by the Television, Radio and Film 
Commission of The Methodist Church, 
the film is in some ways a departure 
from “traditional” church attitudes 
toward alcoholics. 

According to the Rev. Caradine R. 
Hooton, general secretary of the Board 
of Temperance, “This is a frank at- 
tempt to build understanding and 
sympathy for alcoholics. Until church- 
men learn to love the alcoholic as 
much as they hate alcohol, they can 
never fulfill a redemptive mission in 
this area of human need.” 

The new film is primarily a discus- 
sion starter. Adult church groups will 
use it to point out ways of helping 
alcoholics and their families. 

How Long the Night will be avail- 
able from branches of the Methodist 
Publishing House after June 1. The 
rental rate is $8 for the 35-minute 
black-and-white film. 

This new film is part of the rehabil- 
itation emphasis of the Board of Tem- 
perance. Other phases of the Methodist 
temperance program are education, 
commitment and legislation. 
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Commission on Worship 


The Discipline provides that a commis- 
sion on worship may be constituted in 
the local church. Though the organiza- 
tion of such a commission is optional, the 
General Conference Commission on Wor- 
ship believes that no phase in the life of 
the church is more important. It strongly 
urges each local church to constitute a 
commission on worship. 

Inasmuch as the organization of the 
commission is optional and since the 
Discipline contains no suggestions to 
guide those churches which plan to estab- 
lish one, the Commission on Worship 
recommends the following procedures: 


Organization and Membership 
e@ The local church may establish a com- 
mission on worship, which shall be aux- 
iliary to the Annual Conference, Jurisdic- 
tional Conference and General Confer- 
ence Commissions on Worship. 

It is suggested that the work of all of- 
ficial board or quarterly conference com- 
mittees which are concerned with any 
part of the worship service—such as the 
music committee, the communion stew- 
ards, the committee on ushers and others 
—hbe consolidated under the commission 
on worship, and that the functions of 
those committees be carried on by the 
commission on worship as a whole, or 
through committees of that commission. 
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e The commission shall be composed of 
three more members, one of whom shall 
be the pastor, elected by the quarterly 
conference upon nomination by the com- 
mittee on nominations. These members 
should be persons who by interest, train- 
ing and competence are qualified to serve 
the church in the field of worship. 

The following persons may be added as 
ex-ofhcio members of the commission on 
worship: 

The minister of music or some repre- 
sentative from the choir, the educational 
director or a representative of the com- 
mission on education, the head usher, the 
chairman of the pastoral relations com- 
mittee, the communion steward, the 
chairman of the committee on church 
music, the chairman of spiritual life of 
the Woman’s Society of Christian Serv- 
ice, the chairman of Christian faith of 
the Methodist Youth Fellowship, and the 
chairman of committees of the com- 
mission on worship. 


Functions of Worship 
e Public worship is the high hour in the 
church. Through the act of worship men 
come before God as members of a com- 
munity of faith. Worshipers come to 
church to offer praise and thanksgiving to 
God; to renew their understanding of 
themselves and the meaning of their 
lives in the presence of God; to make 
their humble confession of sin and inade- 


quacy; to receive from God his grace and 
blessing; and to offer themselves to God 
in the devout work of their daily lives. 
e All who, in any way, are entrusted 
with responsibility for any part of the 
preparation for, or the conduct of, public 
worship should do so as unto God. They 
are to serve so that “all things may be 
done in decency and order.” 

The choir, the organist, the com- 
munion stewards, those entrusted with 
the care of the altar or communion table 
equipment, the ushers and any other re- 
sponsible for anything connected with the 
conduct of worship should carry out their 
duties in such a manner as not to detract 
from, but contribute to, establishing an 
appropriate setting for worship, and 
maintaining an atmosphere of reverence 
during the hour of worship. 


Duties of the Commission 


The function and duties of the com- 
mission are as follows: 
e To interpret to all groups in the 
church the meaning, purpose and practice 
of worship, to promote the highest stand- 
ards for the conduct of worship by en- 
couraging: (1) the study of manuals of 
worship, (2) the attendance at accredited 
seminars and workshops on worship, and 
(3) the use of the Book of Worship in 
the local church. 
e To encourage the use of suitable music 
in public worship, at weddings and fu- 
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nerals and other special occasions; to con- 
sult with and be advisory to the official 
board in providing proper leadership in 
music and the fine arts; to provide for 
maintenance and care of instruments, 
music libraries, and related equipment. 
e To arrange for the care of the altar or 
communion table equipment, and pro- 
vide, under the direction of the pastor, for 
the Holy Communion and the proper 
arrangement of the communion table. 

e To recruit a sufficient number of per- 
sons to serve as ushers, and to encourage 
the training of ushers so that in carrying 
out the functions of this office, they will 
contribute to creating an appropriate set- 
ting for worship and to maintaining an 
atmosphere of reverence within the sanc- 
tuary during the hour of worship. 

e To promote, in co-operation with the 
board of trustees and others concerned, a 
policy regarding the securing of memorial 
gifts to the church, and supervise the 
placing of proper memorials within the 
church; to provide a suitable book in 
which the names of the donors, the ones 
memorialized, and the memorial gifts may 
be recorded; and to see that the records 
of such gifts are faithfully kept; and to 
provide a repository for this record book 
which will preserve with dignity the hal- 
lowed memory of those in whose names 
these gifts are made. 

(The information contained in this 
column has been published in pamphlet 
form by the Commission on Worship of 
The Methodist Church. Copies may be 
ordered for 10¢ each or one dozen for 
50¢ from the address below.) 


Commission on Worship of The Meth- 
odist Church, Paul Burt, secretary, 1203 
W. Green St., Urbana, III. 


Commission on Membership 
and Evangelism 


At least four major concerns should 
be discussed by the commission at its 
June meeting. These are: 

e Doing an adequate follow-up program 
of developing disciples or completing the 
job of assimilating new members. 

e Looking toward a full summer pro- 
gram of evangelism in the local church 
and community. 

e Co-coperating with the young people 
of the church in their Christian respon- 
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sibilities and summer evangelistic oppor- 
tunities. 

e Preparing for a week of evangelistic 
services which will reach new persons 
and spiritually revitalize the entire mem- 
bership and community. 


Summer Visitations 


During the summer months, the com- 
mission might well give attention to the 
specific duties of visitation in addition 
to the organized visitation evangelism for 
new members assigned it by the Dis- 
cipline, | 222. These duties are: 

e “To promote attendance upon the 
public worship of God and through 
friendly visitation, distribution of litera- 
ture, and other means to lead indifferent 
members to active participation in the 
life and work of the church. 

e “To arrange for the visitation of 
strangers in the community and _ those 
members in the congregation who may 
be ill or in distress, and those who are 
negligent in attending worship or par- 
ticipating in the church’s life and work. 
e “To distribute evangelistic and devo- 
tional literature, to use all means for ac- 
quainting the community with the 
church and its program. 

e “To encourage private and family 
worship, to promote the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures and the use of The 
Upper Room and other devotional litera- 
ture.” 

These specific, challenging tasks can 
be carried on throughout the summer 
months. 

The Manual for the Commission on 
Membership and Evangelism tells how 
to make this kind of visitation worth 
while in developing the spiritual life of 
the members and renewing their interest 
in the church. 


Working With Youths 


One member of the commission is the 
chairman. of Christian witness program 
area of the Methodist Youth Fellowship. 
Two other young people, elected by the 
quarterly conference, are members also. 

Summertime is the time when youth 
camps, institutes and summer conferences 
are held. Most churches have access to 
such opportunities for their young people. 
Several districts, sub-districts and local 
churches promote summer vacation camps 
for their young people. 

The commission can consult the chair- 
man of Christian witness and other 
youth members to see how it can co- 
operate in the evangelistic opportunities 
for young people. It can arrange to send 
the Christian witness chairman and pos- 
sibly other youths to summer church 
camps. 

The Handbook of the Methodist 
Youth Fellowship says that “some adult 
member of the commission on member- 





ship and evangelism may be the adult 
adviser for the Christian witness program 
of the Methodist Youth Fellowship.” 
(Page 157) 

This adviser should be chosen in con- 
sultation with the MYF council. If your 
commission has not chosen such an adult 
adviser, it may well do this now. 

A special Christian Witness Mission 
in the local church may be planned for 
your MYF during the summer months. 
This should be discussed with the MYF 
council. The commission can do much 
to assist the chairman of Christian wit- 
ness and the MYF to promote such a 
mission. 

Details and materials concerning the 
Christian Witness Mission are available 
from the co-operative Department of 
Youth Evangelism, 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Special Evangelistic Services 


Summertime is harvest time in many 
churches and should be in many more. 
Churches, as well as members, should not 
take a vacation from God. 

What better time is there than June, 
July and August to emphasize and de- 
velop prayer life in the life of the per- 
son and church? What greater use can be 
made of summer camps and _ vacation 
period get-togethers than having Chris- 
tian activities, spiritual life retreats, and 
wholesome life-changing and character- 
making plans and programs? 

Activity in this direction is the privi- 
lege of the commission on membership 
and evangelism as is the planning and 
promoting of special preaching services. 

The fifth specific duty given this com- 
mission by the Discipline, {| 222, is as 
follows: 

“To use all laudable means to create 
an evangelism spirit within the mem- 
bership, and under the leadership of the 
pastor to assist in planning and pro- 
moting special evangelistic preaching 
services at least annually.” 

Thousands of churches in town and 
country still find that the open summer 
season is the best time for a week or 
more of special evangelistic preaching 
services. Churches need to revive these 
preaching revivals by making them 
reaching revivals also. Churches need to 
plan, prepare, pray, and have prospects 
for these revivals. (See next month’s 
Mertnopist Story for additional infor- 
mation regarding such services.) 

A helpful booklet, How to Make Your 
Preaching Revival a Reaching Revival, is 
available from Tidings, 1908 Grand Ave., 
Nashville 5, Tenn., for 10¢. 


Convocation on Evangelism 


Commissions on membership and 
evangelism will want to plan to send 
representatives to the Methodist Convo- 
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cation on Local Church Evangelism in 
Washington, D.C., July 3-6. Those who 
attend, especially the chairman of the 
commission, will be able to bring helpful 
suggestions and methods back to the 
local church for its evangelism program. 


General Board of Evangelism, 1908 


Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Commission on Education 


Following annual conference and the 
beginning of the new conference year, 
the chairman of the commission on edu- 
cation, elected by the quarterly confer- 
ence, should call together the members 
of the new commission on education to 
organize. 

A vice-chairman and secretary need to 
be elected from the membership of the 
commission. (The church-school secre- 
tary may serve as commission secretary.) 

Since most annual conferences meet 
in the spring, this may be the month in 
which your commission should organize. 
It would be well to think of the commit- 
tees that you need for the year, too. (See 
pages 14 and 15 of the manual, The 
Commission on Education and _ the 
Workers’ Conference at Work, 8280- 
BC, available from branches of the 
Methodist Publishing House for 25¢ a 


copy.) 


Special Days in June 


Several days in June which your com- 
mission may already have considered still 
may need to be checked. Methodist Stu- 
dent Day is June 8. The commission is 
responsible to help plan a meaningful 
observance of this day and to urge sup- 
port of the offering which aids students 
through National Methodist Scholar- 
ships and through the Methodist Student 
Loan Fund. 

Pamphlets explaining these are avail- 
able from the Division of Educational 
Institutions, Board of Education, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn. Copies could 
be distributed throughout the church 
school. 

World Service Sunday, June 22, em- 
phasizes Christian education, calling at- 
tention to Methodist schools and col- 
leges. 

If your church has Promotion Day in 
June, you will wish to be sure details 
are in order for suitable recognition of 
the progress made by those being pro- 
moted. Care needs to be taken that there 
is a suitable conclusion of the experi- 
ence in one grade or department and pro- 
vision made for introduction and wel- 
come into the new grade department. 

The transfer should be made with 
care. Work out the details and then be 
sure the total plans are carried out in 
a smooth and inspirational way. The em- 
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phasis on the day should be on growth 
in Christian discipleship. 

Vacation church school may be the 
next item on your agenda. Your plans 
should be completed and you should now 
have leadership confirmed and trained. 
All that should be necessary in your 
June meeting will be a progress report. 


Looking Ahead 


Looking ahead, you will want to call 
attention to leadership training oppor- 
tunities that are available. Urge mem- 
bers and workers of the church school 
to attend. 

Look forward to a summer planning 
conference for your commission. It may 
be possible to plan for an all-day meet- 
ing or even a week-end retreat. Such a 
conference provides time for outlining 
the year’s work of the commission, gives 
committees time for planning, and frees 
the regular meetings from many details. 
It also helps the commission members to 
see the year’s work as a whole and there- 
fore to perform the monthly work more 
intelligently. 

The third National Conference on 
Family Life will be held in Chicago, IIl., 
Oct. 17-19. Plan to have your church 
represented. Reservations should be sent 
to the National Conference on Family 
Life, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 
Detailed information on the conference 
can be had from this address. 

The quadrennial nation-wide meet- 
ing of Methodist directors of Christian 
education will be held at Estes Park, 
Colo., Aug. 3-8. If your church has a 
director, it will be well worth your while 
to make it possible for him or her to 
attend. Perhaps your commission could 
share in the expense. 

The commission chairman, superin- 
tendent, and membership cultivation su- 
perintendent may be interested in the 
superintendents’ convention at Lake 
Junaluska, N.C., Aug. 15-17. Church- 
school administrators from all jurisdic- 
tions are being invited to attend. For ad- 
ditional information, write the Depart- 
ment of General Church School Work, 
PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


General Board of Education, PO Box 
871, Nashville 2, Tenn. (Editorial Divi- 
sion, 201 Eighth Ave. S., Nashville 3, 
Tenn. ) 


Commission on Missions 


An open letter to the chairmen of all 
commissions on missions in Methodism 
has come from one of our church's best 
known missionaries, the Rev. C. L. 
Spottswood, formerly of Tampa, Fla., 
now of Mindanao Island, the Philippines. 

It was “Spotty” who, with his wife and 
five sons, went to Mindanao in 1953 to 
open Methodist work. He, his family and 


Filipino co-workers hackéd a combination 
evangelistic-social-medical center out of 
the tropical jungle. Today there are 
1,600 Methodists on Mindanao. 


Dear Chairman of the Commission on 
Missions: 

I have an idea—a great idea, I think! 
Let me present it to you and see what 
you think. 

First, for some background: 

Today there are 1,500,000,000 people 
in Asia—all crowded into a few coun- 
tries. China has 600,000,000, with only 
1 per cent Christian; India has 400,000,- 
000, about 2 per cent Christian; Japan, 
90,000,000, less than 1 per cent Chris- 
tian; Indonesia, 80,000,000, possibly 5 
to 10 per cent Christian; and Korea, 20,- 
000,000, from 10 to 20 per cent Chris- 
tian. The Philippines with 20,000,000, 
has a nominal Christian population of 85 
per cent. But the total average percent- 
age of population that is Christian in Asia 
today is still only a startling 2 to 3 per 
cent. 

Thus you see that, through the sacri- 
fical labors, untiring efforts and often- 
times martydom of men and women, the 
Christian church has won a toehold in 
Asia. But it is still just a toehold. 

Asia is still 97 per cent or more non- 
Christian. While we can rejoice over the 
successes which the church has had, espe- 
cially in countries like Korea or Indonesia 
where we have a solid beachhead, we 
must not become complacent. 


Other Religions Are on the March 


For the startling fact today is that the 
Muslim faith is making more converts 
from Christianity to their faith than we 
Christians are making from the Muslim 
religion. Buddhists are on the march. 
Following their two-year World Congress 
to plan a great drive to win the minds of 
men, the premier of Burma resigned his 
position to become a Buddhist priest. 

Again, we must remember that in this 
vast area of multiplied millions, teeming 
with life, searching for new answers and 
vital faith, communism is alert, aggressive 
and advancing by leaps and bounds. 
Communism is evangelistic. It is a reli- 
gion, demanding total loyalty, total com- 
mitment—and it is making converts. 
Make no mistake about that! 

Our “Christianity as usual” is not 
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enough! Going to church, giving one or 
two dollars a week and “doing right” is 
not enough in a world where Christianity 
seems so often to be losing ground. To- 
day, when our faith is challenged on 
every side, where the need has never been 
greater, it would almost appear that we 
are withdrawn. 

In 1930, when The Methodist Church 
in America had about 7,000,000 mem- 
bers, we had 2,500 missionaries. Today, 
when we have 9,500,000 members, we 
have only 1,500 missionaries. After years 
of laying the groundwork, when we have 
established a toehold, when we should be 
advancing, we are retreating. In some 
countries, Japan, for example, the growth 
of the Christian church is not even keep- 
ing abreast of the growth of the popu- 
lation. 

Now my “great idea” is this: 

Against this perspective of the world’s 
need, let’s stop thinking in terms of 
small projects, specific countries, and 
individual problems in our church 
budgets. Let’s begin to make some plans 
for missions, some big plans! It is time 
for every local church commission on mis- 
sions to develop some long-range strategy, 
and to start a forward-looking program. 


Start Where You Are 


Let every local church start where it 
is, commit itself wholeheartedly to the 
task of taking Christ to the world, and 
then pledge to increase its giving to 
missions, both home and overseas, by 1 
per cent a year. Just 1 per cent! You 
might think this is a small amount, but it 
is a tremendous thing because it is a 
start. 

Then, as you continue to increase it 
1 per cent each year for the world-wide 
mission of the church, this increase will 
snowball, until finally the church ledger 
is balanced. The amount “spent for 
others” will at the very least equal the 
amount “spent for ourselves.” 

Just a 1 per cent increase could mean 
a spiritual revolution in our church. It 
could lead us into new avenues of com- 
mitment until we are willing not only 
to give our dollars, but also our children 
and ourselves to go and serve. 

Ultimately what the world mission 
of Christ’s church requires of us, even 
more than dollars, is people—people who 
will go for Him. 


22 


Write me personally regarding the 
thoughts and actions of your commission 
on missions. 

—Tue Rev. C. L. Sporrswoop, 
Methodist Rural Center, Kidapawan, 
Cotobat, Philippines. 


Board of Missions, 150 Fifth Ave., New 
York 11, N.Y.; 1701 Arch St., Philadelphia 
3, Pa. 


Commission on Christian 
Social Relations 


This optional commission (Discipline 
276) deals with the fields of temper- 
ance, world peace, and social and eco- 
nomic relations. Leaders will find 
materials for this commission listed under 
headings for committees in these three 


fields. 


Committee on Temperance 


A title for this month’s column could 
well be “Are You Organized?” 

Thirty annual conferences now have 
combined social action work under some 
kind of a Board of Christian Social Rela- 
tions (including temperance, world 
peace, and social and economic relations). 
Other conferences have decided to keep 
this work under separate boards. 

Without making any definite recom- 
mendations about annual conference 
structure, each of the three general 
boards in this field is urging the organi- 
zation of a commission on Christian 
social relations in every local church. 
More than 3,000 churches already have 
adopted the plan outlined in {276 of 
the Discipline. 

And so the question, “Are you organ- 
ized?,” needs to be asked of every local 
church. 


New Tools Will Help 


To help local churches get this com- 
mission going (with at least three com- 
mittees—temperance, world peace, and 
social and economic relations), the three 
general boards have co-operated in pre- 
paring the following list of new tools. 

These will be invaluable to your 
church as you organize and swing your 
new commission into action. If you be- 
gin now, the commission can be ready 
to begin work by fall at the latest. 

A New Kind of Building. A full color 
filmstrip with script, leader’s guide and 
33 1/3 rpm record. Designed for the 
continuing use of the local church com- 
mission on Christian social relations in 
inspiring organization, helping do a re- 
peated job analysis, training new com- 
mission members and reviewing work. 
73 frames. $6. Order from the Service 
Department, 100 Maryland Ave. NE, 
Washington 2, D.C. 





New Handbook. This tells how to or- 
ganize the commission, outlines projects 
in all areas of concern and carries a com- 
plete resource list. Scheduled to come 
from the press in June. Tentatively 
priced at 50¢ a copy. Order from the 
Service Department, 100 Maryland Ave. 
NE, Washington 2, D.C. 

Your Church Serves the Community 
and World. A two-color, 25-page turn- 
over chart for use on a table top with 
groups of up to 40 people. A leader’s 
guide is included. This is for the con- 
tinued use of the commission in study- 
ing issues, discussing strategy, orienting 
new members and re-evaluating organi- 
zational patterns. Tentatively scheduled 
for release in June to sell for $10 each. 
Order from the Service Department, 100 
Maryland Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 

Register Christian Opinion. A con- 
gressional directory to aid in legislative 
action. Contains latest listing of congress- 
men and senators, plus all important 
committee appointments. Formerly a 
Board of World Peace project, it is now 
produced co-operatively by the three so- 
cial action boards. 10¢ each, 15 for $1; 
100 for $4. Order from the Board of 
World Peace, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, 
Ill. 

The Social Creed. This is a state- 
ment of The Methodist Church on social 
issues. The Discipline paragraphs on 
world peace (f 2024) and temperance 
Cf 2022) should also be examined. Sin- 
gle copy free; 2 to 99 copies, 3¢ each; 
100 copies for $1.50. Order from the 
Board of Social and Economic Rela- 
tions, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Supplement Junior Materials 

The Junior Quarterly for April-June 
and the closely graded materials for the 
fifth grade in the junior department of 
the church school for the same period 
contain a special unit on alcohol. 

Materials to supplement these studies 
which might be distributed widely among 
youths and parents are the Parents Packet 
on Alcohol, 30¢, and Facts About Drink- 
ing, 50¢. Order from the Board of Tem- 
perance at the address below. 


Board of Temperance, 100 Maryland 
Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Committee on World Peace 


How shall we plan our work for peace? 
Are there several available ways? 

We can plan around key dates in the 
church year as this issue of Toe Metu- 
opist Story suggests. These plans 
should include both church events and 
community observances. Well developed 
special days take on new importance each 
season and give continuity to planning. 

We can also plan effectively in terms 
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of issues—“great decisions,” the Foreign 
Policy Association calls them. Today 
weighty problems confront the United 
Nations and our own country. Draw 
up a decalogue of needed social action. 
In any list, at least half involve peace 
and international affairs. 

Headline matters of world affairs at 
their peak are on everybody’s tongue. As 
citizens, we have a stake in these deci- 
sions. As Christians, we seek worthy 
solutions. How does your program stack 
up in terms of the big issues of the day? 

Shall we, perhaps, plan in terms of 
persons? This may seem a novel point of 
departure. But what about the concerned 
persons, devoted to peace, both in the 
congregation and the community? If 
your program isn’t built on these persons 
—on their interest, knowledge and asso- 
ciations—just where will you find it? 

All of these persons imply relationships 
for resources, support and united action. 
Of course, you are not going to let out- 
side agencies dictate, or take over, the 
peace program of your church. But why 
neglect the bridges of interest and good- 
will that these people represent? 


New Activities 

Would it be helpful, in the hinge sea- 
son before the summer vacation period, 
to make two or three simple tests? One 
chairman, who felt his group had com- 
pleted a fairly active and successful sea- 
son, gave members three minutes in 
which to write down interesting activi- 
ties that their group hadn’t used that 
year. 

Imagine his surprise at the length of 
the list. It included films, panels, tours, 
“buzz” groups, displays, surveys, inter- 
views and opinion polls. 

Startled by this, he raised another 
question: What other ways might they 
have used to make their views known 
and to obtain public attention? 

The various members listed letters to 
editors, circulating petitions, cultivating 
pen pals at home and abroad, and drama- 
tizing a peace play. All of these sugges- 
tions obviously couldn’t be utilized. But 
suddenly their program seemed rather a 
“one shot” affair. Moreover, this par- 
ticular chairman had a more thoughtful 
and resourceful group as the committee 
faced the next year. 


Peace Resources Binder 


Would it be helpful to gather the 
peace columns of this magazine for the 
past year together into a permanent bind- 
er, or source guide, for your commit- 
tee? The pages are perforated, offering 
many interesting possibilities. The sub- 
jects are scarcely dated; they recur again 
and again each season as basic interests 
or problems. Why not make of them a 
permanent check list? ; 
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This is also the season of most annual 
conference sessions. Has your committee 
thought through some of the items that 
should be embodied in peace resolutions 
and goals of your annual conference for 
the next year? 

Have you invited your lay member in- 
to one of your meetings to discuss the 
social action features of the annual con- 
ference and the interests you expect him 
to watch for and report on when he 
returns to the congregation? 

These are some questions that your 
committee will want to discuss at the 
June meeting. 


Board of World Peace, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


Committee on Social and 
Economic Relations 


An annual co-ordinated emphasis for 
social education and action during 1958- 
59 is on the social responsibility of the 
Christian in his daily work. It is en- 
titled “A Fair Day’s Work—What 
More?” It will have several sections: 

1. What is the meaning of daily work 
and the decisions which have to be 
made by people in their work which will 
help in the larger range of economic and 
human relationships? 

2. What is Christian social responsi- 
bility in the economic field? In this 
connection, we examine the effect of the 
decisions which one makes as an inves- 
tor, seller, borrower, worker, employer or 
consumer. 

Should we, as a consumer, curtail our 
spending if we are still earning the 
same amount of money as before the 
start of the recession? As an employer, 
should we reduce the work week for 
all employees or lay off those who do 
not have seniority? As a seller, should 
we immediately cut prices and attempt 
to increase demand by this method? 

These are some of the questions hav- 
ing important ethical and economic con- 
tent which people have to ask them- 
selves. 

3. What can we do in economic life? 
Here is the opportunity to discuss to- 
gether certain case situations which have 
relationships to economic life. For ex- 
ample, a teacher organization is seeking 
a salary increase for its members. Because 
of the tax problems in the local com- 
munity, there have been no salary in- 
creases in recent years for the teachers, 
and the tax situation continues to be 
difficult. What does Christian social 
responsibility involve for teachers in 
these circumstances? 

Another would be a local union under 
investigation for suspected corrupt prac- 
tice among its officers. What is the 
Christian social responsibility of the 


union member in this situation? Still an- 
other might be a trade association claim 
that proposed legislation to lower tariffs 
in the national interest through world 
trade would hurt wages and profits in 
industry. What is the social responsibility 
of the Christian executive or wage earner 
in a company in that industry? 

Farmers provide the food that feeds 
the people in the cities. A denomination 
proposes a study program of farm prob- 
lems which is rejected by city church 
members because “This doesn’t concern 
us and it is all politics anyway.” 

What does Christian social responsi- 
bility call for? 

In order to start some of these discus- 
sions, there are materials available from 
the Board of Social and Economic Rela- 
tions, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
These are: 

e The package prepared for the co- 
ordinated emphasis on economic life this 
year. 

e The Social Creed. 

e@ The Modern Samaritan, which has 
three important chapters on such topics. 
e Special studies and resources available 
from such organizations as business asso- 
ciations, labor unions, farm organizations, 
and consumer groups. Samples can be 
obtained through the office of the Board 
of Social and Economic Relations. 

There have been some interesting il- 
lustrations of community groups which 
have met under the impetus of church 
interest to find an answer to the ques- 
tion, “What can we in our community 
do to avoid an economic slump or col- 
lapse?” 

The staff of this board is available for 
counsel and advice on specific situations 
through its Department of Industrial and 
Economic Relations at any time the local 
church or community inquires. 


Board of Social and Economic Relations, 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Il. 


Good Literature Committee 
Four new books are scheduled for pub- 


lication by Abingdon Press in June. 
The use of group dynamics in the de- 
velopment of maturity is emphasized in 
Dynamics of Christian Adult Education 
by Robert S. Clemmons. Mr. Clemmons 
is director of the Department of Chris- 
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tian Education of Adults in the Meth- 
odist Board of Education. 

Channels of Thy Peace by Erma W. 
Kelley is a devotional book developed 
from the prayer of Francis of Assisi which 
begins, “Lord, make me a channel of thy 
peace.” 

Look No Further is a collection of 210 
recipes with the accent on southern 
style cooking by Richard T. Hougen. 
The author is the manager of Boone 
Tavern Hotel at Berea College in Ken- 
tucky. 

Below the Surface is an anthology of 
17 stories of men and women “below 
the surface” of land and water. The book 
is designed for adults and teen-agers. 


The Methodist Publishing House, 201 
Eighth Ave. S., Nashville 3, Tenm. (Place 
orders with the branch serving your terri- 
tory.) 


Television, Radio and Films 


Your church can take a specific and 
personal part in producing the Methodist 
Television Ministry programs and in 
placing them on stations in your view- 
ing area. And your church members can 
have a say about which part they wish to 
sponsor. 

World Service Specials for the TV 
Ministry Fund have been set up so that 
you can take a special project in produc- 
tion or placement of television programs. 

Let’s look at an example: Suppose 
your church decides to contribute 
toward buying a script or providing for 
the studio production of the Talk Back 
television series which is now being pro- 
duced. (See May Mernopist Srory, 
page 27.) You can write to the Rev. 
Harry C. Spencer, general secretary of 
TRAFCO, and reserve this as your 
church’s special project. Then you can 
incorporate this into your budget for the 
coming fiscal year. 

There are now two television series 
toward which you may contribute—the 
Talk Back general audience series and 
the Children’s Television Series. 

For a special project, you can con- 
tribute toward buying scripts, providing 
for the professional casts, building sets, 
obtaining enough prints of the films for 
distribution to stations, distributing prints 
to the stations, training local leadership 
or printing resources for local people. 
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The estimated cost for the general 
audience series, Talk Back, can be bro- 
ken down as follows: 

Producing a single filmed program, 
$13,500. This includes the script, $750; 
cast $3,500, and studio production, 
$9,250. 

The cost of bringing one program of 
the series to 200 TV communities is 
$6,500. This includes prints of films 
($30 each, 100 needed), $3,000; dis- 
tribution of films to stations, $1,500, and 
training local leadership and printing 
resources, $2,000. 

Perhaps your church will be interested 
in helping to produce the Children’s 
Television Series. The breakdown of the 
cost for producing a single program will 
be $24,000: script, $1,250; cast $5,750; 
and studio production, $17,000. 

The cost of bringing one program of 
the series to 200 TV communities is 
$6,000. This includes prints of films 
($30 each, 100 needed), $3,000; distri- 
bution of films to stations, $1,000; and 
training of local leadership and printing 
resources, $2,000. 

The Television, Radio and Film Com- 
mission realizes that all churches can- 
not set aside $750 for a script or $9,250 
for studio production. However, a church 
can take part of a script or a portion of 
the amount for studio production as its 
personal project. The church can con- 
tribute a fourth, a half, or any amount 
it wishes. 

TRAFCO has produced a film which 
will help interpret this ministry to your 
congregation: A TV Ministry Report to 
You: the Sponsor. It is available to 
churches through conference TRAFCO 
chairmen. Printed materials explaining 
the Methodist Television Ministry are 
available from TRAFCO at the address 
below or from the Commission on Pro- 
motion and Cultivation, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Ill. 


Television, Radio and Film Commission 
of The Methodist Church, 1525 McGavock 
St., Nashville 3, Tenn. 


Committee on Hospitals 
and Homes 


The local church committee on hos- 
pitals and homes, especially the chair- 
man, has a responsibility to participate 
in the program of the Conference Board 
of Hospitals and Homes. 


Education for the Program 
In order to carry out a program in the 
local church, the chairman and the com- 
mittee should learn about the conference 
hospitals and homes program. One of the 
best ways to get acquainted is to visit 
Methodist institutions nearby. 





The administrators will be happy to 
discuss their program and suggest ways 
the local church can help. 

The conference board chairman will 
also be happy to meet with your church 
committee and to send information to 
you regarding the total conference pro- 
gram in this field. 


Support the Conference Rally 


Many conferences conduct an annual 
rally for hospitals and homes. If this 
is being done in your conference, your 
church should be represented. Laymen 
and ministers coming together in such 
a meeting can share ideas in the health 
and welfare service areas. 

Information gathered at such rallies 
should be shared with the local church 
by those who attend from the church. 


Carrying on the Work 


After the local church committee learns 
of the needs of institutions of the con- 
ference, it must do something about 
them. The committee can encourage 
young people to enter health and social 
work careers within church institutions. 
It can help to promote scholarship funds 
for student nurses, doctors, technicians 
and social workers. 

The committee can encourage and co- 
operate with church women who give 
freely of their time through auxiliary or 
volunteer hospital and homes groups. It 
can also urge giving to Methodist institu- 
tions and to the cause of philanthropic 
care through Methodist institutions and 
the Golden Cross Society. 


Tell the Service Story 


Another way the local committee can 
aid the conference hospitals and homes 
program is by telling church members 
and the community at large about the 
Methodist institutions and the service 
they render. This can be done by the 
minister and laymen in public presen- 
tations, through church papers, local 
newspapers, letters, and personal testi- 
mony. 

The local committee can encourage 
groups in the church and community to 
visit the institutions for guided tours, and 
staff members of the institutions can be 
invited to the church to speak before 
various groups. 

These are some of the ways that the 
local church committee on hospitals and 
homes can help the Conference Board 
of Hospitals and Homes promote and 
carry out an effective program of service. 

Detailed information and staff con- 
sultation can be obtained by writing to 
the Board of Hospitals and Homes at the 
address below. 


Board of Hospitals and Homes, 740 Rush 
St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
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Debt Should Be Servant--Not Master 


Church debt can be the means of expansion 
or it can destroy morale of members. Here are tips 
on how to make debt your servant. 


by B. P. Murphy 


In the expansion emphasis of The 
Methodist Church this year, there will 
be new sites purchased, new edifices 
erected and many older structures re- 
modeled to provide greater service. 
And sooner or later in almost every 
building enterprise the question will 
arise, “How much money should we 
borrow?” 

Now debt can be an effective serv- 
ant; but it can also be a tyrannical 
master. A reasonable debt may produce 
much good in achieving the goal for 
which it was contracted; but an ex- 
cessive debt can be a burden and even 
defeat the end for which it was made. 

It behooves every borrower—and 
especially a church board—to be 
cautious, reasonable, and realistic when 
borrowing funds. The money will 
eventually have to be paid back! 

The American economy is built 
largely on a proper use of credit. The 
65 million employed Americans have 
an annual output of 412.4 billion dol- 
lars. These workers have been earning, 
spending, and borrowing at a fabulous 
rate. Consumer installment debt is now 
nearly 42 billion dollars. The annual 
repayment rate on this debt is 37 bil- 
lion dollars. When this is added to 
personal income taxes it makes an an- 
nual extraction of 75  billion—one- 
fourth of the total personal income. 

Then, too, Methodist churches have 
been building and borrowing. The 
value of local church property was 
$676,578,000 in 1940 and $2,479,852,- 
000 at May 31, 1957. If the building 
program continues at the average rate 
of the past four years (and there has 
been a substantial increase each of 
these years), the amount will be 
$100,742,000 annually. 

During the 1948-52 quadrennium 
the average annual increase in local 
church debt was $7,296,000 and for 
the past quadrennium the average an- 
nual increase had risen to $16,908,000. 
If the same rate is maintained, the 
debt will be in excess of $303,000,000 
in 1965 (actual for 1957: $188,939,- 
000). 
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These church debts are evidence of 
Methodism’s effort to provide its share 
of the sanctuaries necessary to meet 
the needs of an expanding population. 


Keep a Close Watch on Debt 


Even so, it is our duty to keep a 
close watch on the debt trend in Meth- 
odism. A study of our debt structure 
for a four-year period shows a confer- 
ence per-capita debt range from 40¢ 
in the Indian Mission to $61.66 in 
an eastern conference. The ratio of 
debt to value ranged from $1 of debt 
for each $208 of value in one confer- 
ence, to $1 of debt for each $6 of value 
in another. 

It is clear that certain conferences 
must encourage church building to 
keep up with opportunities. In other 
areas there is a more conservative at- 
titude toward indebtedness. Viewed as 
a whole, it does not appear that we are 
plunging recklessly into debt. 

Debt is most significant, however, 
in relation to specific local churches. 
In one annual conference on May 31, 
1956, there were 15 churches with 
loans in excess of one-third of the 
property value; 13 churches with loans 
in excess of one-half of the property 
value. The per-capita debt for these 
churches ranged up to $398. 


Factors to Consider 


How then may a local church deter- 
mine its debt maximum? What are the 
factors to be considered? 

We may assume that credit is used 
for a worthy purpose. -Local church 
debt is incurred in the expansion of 
facilities to meet the service needs of 
the constituents. Have long-range 
building needs been determined on the 
basis of careful studies of the growth 
potential of the parish? Are the archi- 
tectural plans developed to conform to 
Methodist service standards? Is the 
congregation united in its loyalty to the 
program? 

Has the financial program been ap- 
proved by the District Board of Church 
Location and Building, as required by 





180 of the Discipline? What is the 
financial program for the repayment 
of the debt? Is it underwritten by 
pledges? Is systematic giving and tith- 
ing cultivated in the church family? 

What is the term of debt? Short- 
term debts are preferable. The average 
loan from the Division of National 
Missions is repaid in five years. The 
maximum term is 10 years. 

When we have answered these ques- 
tions, we are then ready to obtain a 
reliable and detailed estimate of the 
amount to be expended on the build- 
ing program. Let us suppose that the 
estimate is $100,000, including archi- 
tect’s fees and the furnishings. The 
church has, say, $45,000 in the build- 
ing fund, and can collect $15,000 on 
pledges during the nine-month con- 
struction period. This seems to mean 


that the church must borrow $40,000. 
Questions Lenders Ask 


When lending agencies are ap- 
proached for such a loan, they will 
seek answers to certain questions: 
What pledges are to be collected to- 
ward debt payment? Can existing 
pledges be extended at the conclusion 
of the pledge period? What is the 
membership and number of families in 
the church, and what was it during 
each of the last five years? What was 
the income and expenditure for cur- 
rent budget and building fund each of 
the last five years? 

From these answers a_ lending 
agency will ascertain if a loan of $40,- 
000 is within their norms for loans. 
The Division of National Missions’ 
safe loan formula is the average of 
three factors: one-third the agreed 
value of the property; $200 per family 
of local resident membership; and four 
times the current expense budget. 

When each factor is determined, the 
three are added and the result divided 
by three to arrive at the amount. This 
does not mean that a church will al- 
ways be able to borrow that amount. 
At present, there is a well-known tight- 
ness in the money market. 

However, a church will be able to 
make a better case for a loan if it seems 
to be a reasonable amount. Many 
churches fail to obtain loans because 
their askings are excessive. 


Plan Carefully and Realistically 
We must plan carefully and realisti- 
cally in regard to church debt. There 
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easy order blanks 
For literature to aid your 

church’s work, fill in the | 
coupons. Maileach coupon | 
to'the address indicated. | 









OVERSEAS RELIEF 


Mertuopist COMMITTEE FOR OVERSEAS 
I Ler 

1°0 Fifth Ave. 

New York 11, N.Y. 


Please send me in quantities indicated: 
—__— Korea Still Needs Help. 
Boys’ Democratic Town—Korea. 


___. And Ye Clothed Me. On the need 
for used clothing. 

___. The Magic Suit. On the need for 
used clothing. Written for chil- 
dren. 

__. Share Our Surplus. On Protestant 
distribution of government sur- 
plus commodities. 

—_— Share Our Surplus (poster). 





Methodism’s Response to World 
Suffering. 


Name 
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MARRIAGE SERIES 


Service Dept. 
Board of Education 
PO Box 871 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Please send me the following: 
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1 
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1 
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' 
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' 
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' 

H 
—__— (3091-C) Sex Facts for Adoles- 1 
cents. 12 for 20¢; 100 for $1. | 

__._ (3092-C) Data for Dating. 12 for { 
20¢; 100 for $1. : 

—__.. (3093-C) Going Steady. 12 for 1 
20¢; 100 for $1. H 

—_— (3094-C) How Do I Know It’s } 
Love? 12 for 20¢; 100 for $1. ! 

—__— (3095-C) Now You Are Engaged. ‘ 
12 for 20¢; 100 for $1. i 

____. (3096-C) What Is a Christian $ 
Home? 12 for 20¢; 100 for $1. $ 

—__— (3089-C) Set including leaflets : 
3091-C through 3096-C. 15¢; 1 

25 for $3.50; 100 for $12. : 

' 
1 


Name 


CRAFTS 


MetnHopist PustisHinc House 
(Address to branch serving your 
territory.) 


Please send me: 


—__— (9500-BC) Native ‘N’ Creative. 32 
pages. Gives directions for craft 
activities. 40¢. 






are a few instances where churches 
have struggled with excessive debt dur- 
ing the past decade. In those cases the 
lending agencies extended more credit 
than the church could reasonably ex- 
pect to handle. 

There are grave dangers in excessive 
debt. A church is handicapped by 
debt when it is unable to meet its 
obligation and expand its service and 
benevolence budget. It should never 
be necessary for a church to reduce the 
pastor's salary in order to meet its debt 
installments. People avoid a debt-rid- 
den church. Property upkeep is neg- 





lected when debt is excessive. The 
greatest peril of debt, of course, is the 
possibility of a general economic de- 
cline. 

It is clear that the amount expended 
for building and improvement on local 
churches currently is declining and 
the amount of debt is increasing, when 
compared with the figures of last year. 
We do well to plan wisely in the use 
of our credit, to the end that debt may 
serve us and not master us. 


Dr. Murphy is executive secretary of the 
Section of Church Extension with the 
Division of National Missions of the Meth- 
odist Board of Missions. 





World Service and the Church School 


by Ernest T. Dixon, Jr. 


The observance of World Service Sun- 
day in the church school each month, 
preferably the fourth, is an excellent 
way to help our people know how their 
gifts are being used to make Christ known 
to persons near and far. 

In World Service in the Church 
School, the Rev. Horace W. Williams 
writes: 

“World Service education in the 
church school is the responsibility of the 
commission on _ education, working 
through its officers and teachers. It may 
call upon another commission or a per- 
son to assist, but primary responsibility 
rests with the commission on education.” 

In carrying out this responsibility, pro- 
vided in 250.1, of the Discipline, the 
commission should seek to integrate the 
observance of World Service Sunday 
into the series of planned worship serv- 
ices and the lesson units being studied 
by the church-school pupils. 


Some Suggested Resources 


A commission on education will find 
the following resources helpful in mak- 
ing plans for the observance of World 
Service Sunday in the church school: 
(Material marked “SD” is available from 
the Service Department, Board of Edu- 
cation, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn.; 
items designated by “MPH” may be or- 
dered from branches of the Methodist 
Publishing House.) 

e World Service in the Church School. 
A 16-page leaflet giving extensive in- 
formation on the observance of World 
Service Sunday. Free. SD. 

e Ideas to Help You Observe World 
Service Sunday in Your Church School. 
A brief leaflet containing some helpful 
ideas. Free. SD. 

e The Church School. This monthly 
publication is prepared for church-school 
leaders and contains a worship service for 


each Sunday in the month. The service 
for each fourth Sunday is designed for 
World Service observance. 40¢ a quarter, 
$2 a year. MPH. 

e@ Child Guidance in Christian Living. 
A missionary education section appears 
regularly in this monthly magazine. It 
contains some helpful ideas and sugges- 
tions regarding World Service Sunday 
observance for workers with children. 
50¢ a quarter, $2.50 a year. MPH. 

e Youth Planbook. This program and 
study guide for the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship lists resource materials in the 
area of World Service. Free. MPH. 

e Fourth Sunday Leaflets. Prepared in 
series of three each quarter and dis- 
tributed free by the Commission on Pro- 
motion and Cultivation, 740 Rush St., 
Chicago 11, Ill. These brief, attractive 
printed materials are excellent supple- 
ments to the World Service materials in 
the church-school periodicals. 

e Tue Mertnopist Story. This publi- 
cation you are now reading has a special 
feature article concerning the World 
Service agency being stressed during a 
given month. In fact, you will find the 
latest information about World Service 
throughout this monthly magazine. Free 
to leaders holding certain offices in every 
Methodist church. Available to others 
for $1.50 a year from the Commission 
on Promotion and Cultivation, 740 Rush 
St., Chicago 11, Ill. 

e Films, filmstrips and recordings. These 
present various phases of the world-wide 
program of the church. MPH. Write for 
catalog. 

e Magazines and publications of Meth- 
odist boards and agencies. World Out- 
look, a magazine published by the Board 
of Missions. $2 a year. Send subscrip- 
tions to 150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, 
N.Y. World Service Supports Christian 
Education. SD. 
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Schedule Alcohol School 
What do youths drink? 


This question, along with many others, 
will be discussed at the National School 
of Alcohol Studies and Christian Action 
in Kansas City, Mo., July 28 to Aug. 3. 

The school will be conducted at the 
National College for Christian Workers. 
It is sponsored by the Board of Temper- 
ance. 

Attendance at such schools is limi- 
ted to two delegates from each annual 
conference. Delegates usually are the 
conference youth chairman of Christian 
citizenship and the conference director 
of youth work or the advisor to the pro- 
gram area of Christian citizenship. An- 
nual Conference Boards of Education 
and Temperance often provide scholar- 
ships for students. 

Co-directors for the 1958 school are 
Miss Emogene Dunlap, director of youth 
work with the Board of Temperance, and 
the Rev. Glenn Mingledorf, member of 
the staff of the youth department of the 
Board of Education. 

Topics to be discussed at the school 
will include: “What Does the Bible 
say?,” “What Does the Church Say?,” 
“Should Christians Drink?,” “How Can 
You Help an Alcoholic?,” “How Can You 
Help People?,” “How Does Alcohol Af- 
fect the Human Body?,” “What Happens 
When People Drink?,” and “What Does 
Drinking Do to Society?” 

Guest lecturers will include the Rev. 
Jameson Jones, editor of motive; the Rev. 
Thomas Shipp, pastor of Lover’s Lane 
Church, Dallas, Tex.; Dr. Edwin Fair, 
surgery specialist, Oklahoma City, Okla.; 
and the Rev. Donald Kuhn, admissions 
counsellor, Garrett Biblical Institute, 
Evanston, Ill. 

For additional information, write the 
Board of Temperance, 100 Maryland 
Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Musicians Plan Meeting 


Methodist musicians will visit Boston, 
Mass., July 13-18, to attend the 1958 
meeting of the National Fellowship of 
Methodist Musicians. Sessions will be 
conducted at Boston University. 

The program will include addresses, 
recitals, choral singing, lectures, worship, 
panel discussions, exhibits, a tour to see 
some outstanding organs in Boston, and 
other features. 

Subjects for discussion will include 
“Minister of Music as a Sacred Calling,” 
“The Music of the Church” Cwith dis- 
cussions for churches of less than 500 
members, 500 to 1,000 members, and 
more than 1,000 members), “Music for 
Fun and Recreation,” and others. 

Children and youths of Methodist 
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churches in Boston and vicinity will at- 
tend lab classes at the meeting and dele- 
gates will work with them in developing 
techniques of training children and 
youths in music. Both junior (9-11 
years) and youth choirs will be included. 

General program chairman for the 
meeting is Dr. William C. Rice, profes- 
sor of music, Baker University, Baldwin, 
Kan. He is vice-president of the fellow- 
ship. 

Membership in the organization is open 
to all musicians in The Methodist 
Church. More than 600 have joined since 
the group was organized two years ago. 

Further information is available from 
the Rev. Bliss Wiant, director, Ministry 
of Music, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, 


Tenn. 


Four Get Scholarships 


Four Methodist ministers have been 
awarded $1,000 scholarships for graduate 
study to prepare for professional leader- 
ship of Wesley Foundations by the Board 
of Education in Nashville, Tenn. 

Recipients of the awards are the Rev. 
Finley T. Eversole, Birmingham, Alla., 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School; 
the Rev. Sam S. Barefield, Jr., Nashville, 
Tenn., Vanderbilt University; the Rev. 
Gerald H. Anderson, Providence, R.L., 
Boston University; and the Rev. Warren 
Rempel, associate director of Wesley 
Foundation, Kansas State College, Man- 
hattan, Kan. 

The scholarships are the annual Bishop 
James C. Baker Graduate Awards, the 
funds for which come from contributions 
made on Methodist Student Day ob- 
served annually in Methodist churches. 
The awards are part of the National 
Methodist Scholarship program. 


Set Education Meeting 


Denver, Colo., will be the site of the 
biennial national Methodist Conference 
on Christian Education, scheduled for 
Nov. 3-8, 1959. 

Theme of the conference will be “New 
Insights for a New Age,” according to 
Mrs. Estelle Blanton Barber, president of 
the conference from Dallas, Tex. 

The headquarters hotel has not yet 
been selected, Mrs. Barber said. 


Milestone for Magazine 


Miss Mary Edna Lloyd, editor of 
children’s publications for the Editorial 
Division of the Board of Education, has 
been presented the forty-millionth copy 
of Child Guidance. 

The periodical, published by the 
Methodist Publishing House in Nash- 
ville, Tenn., is for teachers of children 
from nursery through junior age. 











TIDINGS ITEMS FOR SALE 


All materials issued by Tidings De- 
partment of the Board of Evangelism 
are for sale. This is in accord with a 
long-standing policy of the board that 
its literature program be self-supporting. 


The editors regret the error where- 
by some Pentecost items were listed as 
“free” and other items were incorrectly 
priced in a coupon on page 31 of the 
May MErtuHopisT Story. 

Tue Epirors 
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ADULT WORKERS’ LIBRARY 


METHOpIsT PuBLIsHING HousE 

(Address to branch serving your 

territory.) 

Please send me the following: 

Basic Christian Writings. 50¢. 

God and the Day’s Work. 50¢. 

—— A Guide to Understanding the 
Bible. $1.75. 

Here I Stand. 50¢. 

—— How Came the Bible? $1. 

—_— An Interpretation of Christian 

Ethics. $1.25. 
—_.. The Kingdom of God. $1.25. 
—— The Life and Teaching of Jesus 


Christ. $1.50. 
——__ Prayer. $1.50. 

















Understanding the Christian 
Faith. $1. 
—_— Understanding The Methodist 
Church. $1. 
Your Home Can Be Christian. $1. 
BI corre eats Sera ete etn 
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VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Educational Dept. 

450 Park Ave. 

New York 22, N.Y. 


Please send me: 


Daily Vacation Bible School Pack- 
et. 50¢. 


Your literature catalog. 
Total amount of order $ 











ARCHITECTURE 


Service Dept. 
Board of Education 
PO Box 871 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Please send me: 


0 Which Classrooms Shall We Build? 
(8411-B). 














Loan Library 





The following new books have been 
added to the library of the Board of Mis- 
sions, of The Methodist Church. To 
borrow any of these—or other volumes 
—write the Librarian, Board of Missions, 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Barclay, Wade Crawford, History of Meth- 
odist Missions Part 2—Methodist Episco- 
pal Church 1845-1939. Vol. Ill, Widen- 
ing Horizons 

Barclay, William, Letters to the Seven 
Churches 

Dixon, John W., Form and Reality: Art as 
Communication 

Ellis, Howard W., Evangelism for Teen- 
agers 

Frazier, E. Franklin, Black Bourgeoisie 

Griffiths, Louise B., Wide as the World 

Johnson, Katharine (compiler), In Our 
Time 1947-59: Ten Years of Experience 
in a Co-operative Program of Christian 
Advance in Japan 

Lerner, Max, America as a Civilization 

MacDonald, Malcolm, Borneo People 

Outler, Albert C., The Christian Tradition 
and the Unity We Seek 

Sherrill, Lewis Joseph, The Gift of Power 

Wesley, Claude, In This Name: the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity in Contemporary 
Theology 

Whale, J. S., The Christian Answer to the 
Problem of Evil 

Williams, Albert N., What Archeology 
Says About the Bible 

Williams, Walter G., The Prophets, Pio- 
neers to Christianity 

Yinger, J. Milton, Religion, Society and the 
Individual 


To Open Registration 


Conference quotas for the Family Life 
Conference to be held in Chicago next 
October will be released July 1, according 
to the Rev. Edward D. Staples of the 
Department of the Christian Family, 
Board of Education. 

After July 1, persons will have the op- 
portunity to enroll on an individual basis. 
Up to July 1 each district is limited to 
six delegates. 

For additional information, write Dr. 
Staples, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Giving Increases Yearly 


Methodist church schools last year 
gave $3,803,886 of the almost $22,000- 
000 given for World Service and confer- 
ence benevolences. This was a gain of 
$163,101 or 4.5 per cent over the pre- 
vious year. 

In so doing, the church schools main- 
tained a 14-year record of each year 
giving more than the year before (except 
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for the years of 1950 and 1951). Since 
1944, when the present accounting sys- 
tem began, Methodist church-school 
pupils have contributed approximately 
$39,000,000 for World Service and con- 
ference benevolences. This is about one- 
fifth of the total contributed by the 
church-at-large. 


This does not just happen, the Board 
of Education points out. It credits the 
continual educational program carried on 
by more than half a million church- 
school teachers and officers. Informed 
Christians support the Christian pro- 
gram—from the oldest down to the 
youngest. 








The World Service leaflet for June features the . . . 


DIVISION OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


(a division of the Board of Education ) 


Purpose—To develop an educational plan which shall relate Methodist edu- 
cational institutions closely to the church; to foster within the 
institutions the highest educational standards and sound business 
practices; and to maintain in Methodist schools, colleges, and Wes- 
ley Foundations such an atmosphere that students may finish school 
prepared to witness to the gospel in every area of life. 

Leadership—Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, president of the Board of Educa- 
tion, and Bishop Paul N. Garber, chairman of the Division of Educa- 
tional Institutions; the Rev. John O. Gross, general secretary; 
executive staff of 12. 

Method of work—Staff members counsel trustees, administrators and faculties 
of Methodist educational institutions in matters of standards, per- 
sonnel and the development of Christian influences on campus 
(Department of Secondary and Higher Education). They help to 
develop a Christian program for students in state and private in- 
stitutions through Wesley Foundations and other student centers 
(Department of College and University Religious Life). They 
counsel leaders of theological schools and provide training oppor- 
tunities for ministers already in service (Department of Ministerial 
Education ). 

Related units—The Division of Educational Institutions co-operates with 
three other agencies with allied interests: the University Senate 
(accrediting); the National Association of Methodist Schools and 
Colleges (professional); and the General Conference Commission 
on Christian Higher Education (directing the quadrennial em- 
phasis ). 

Support—For the general work of the division, 7.4 cents of each World 
Service dollar that is divided; for ministerial education, 11.4 cents of 
each dollar. Small endowment income. 

Annual budget—(1957-58) For the general work of the division, $805,365; 
for ministerial education, $1,195,812. 

Use of funds—To provide field staff; to arrange meetings for setting standards 
and exchanging ideas; to provide printed resources (most of which 
are sold); to give leadership to student religious activities; to offer 
short courses for training pastors in service; to distribute special ap- 
propriations to Methodist schools, colleges and Wesley Foundations; 
to distribute World Service grants to theological seminaries. 


For more facts about Educational Institutions, write for: 


e Educating for Breakthroughs (World Service leaflet for June, available in 
quantities for free distribution ); World Service Agencies of The Methodist 
Church (descriptive booklet). Order from Commission on Promotion and 
Cultivation, 740 Rush St., Chicago 11, IIl. 

e Sept.-Oct. 1956 Church and Campus (special guide to Methodist schools). 
Order from Department of Information and Publications, Division of Edu- 
cational Institutions, PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


World Service topic for July: Television, Radio and Films 
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Literatura en Espanol 


Para hombres y mujeres que hablan y leen Espanol, nuestra 
Iglesia tiene literatura que ayudara a aquellos en la vida 
Cristiana. 

La Historta MEtopista aqui presenta una lista, lo mas 
comprensible que los editores han podido hacerlo—de lo que 
es obtenible. Si Vd. lee espanol o inglés, Vd. vera uso para 
esta materia: 

e Para una congregacién Metodista, habla-Espanol. 

e Para una misién entre la gente que ultimamente a vendio 
a su ciudad de Puerto Rico, Cuba o Mexico. 

e Para distribuir en un campo cercano de labor para los 
migrantes por su iglesia. 

Use los pedidos y mandelos al domicilio indicado. 


EDUCACION 


Obtenible por medio de la Junta Metodista de Educacién. 


Lecciénes Cristianas (Lecciénes de la Biblia para adultos). 
Un trimestre dibujado primariamente para la gente habla- 
Espanol en los Estados Unidos. 16¢ la copia. 

Devocién Familiar. Un folleto de seis paginas de sugestiones 
para la familia para adorar en su hogar. 12 por 20¢; 100 por 
$1. 

La Clase de Adultos. Un folleto de ocho paginas, dando énfasis 
sobre la importancia de la clase Biblica para adultos y 
ofreciendo sugestiones para aumentar su eficaz de la clase 
Biblica para adultos. Gratis. 


HIMNAL 


Obtenibles por medio de la oficina de la Conferencia Rio 
Grande. 


Himnal Metodista. Contiene 262 himnos y 62 lecturas respon- 
sivas. $1.25. 


Cupones para ordenar material listado arriba. 


La Casa Metodista de Publicacién. 
(Use direccién al derecho en inglés.) 


Favor de mandarme lo siguiente: 
Leccidénes Cristianas. 16¢ cada uno. 


Cantidad incluido (amount enclosed) $ 


Departamento de servicio 
La Junta de Educacién Metodista 
(Use direccién al derecho en inglés.) 


Favor de mandarme lo siguiente: 
Devocién Familiar. 12 por 20¢. 100 por $1. 
La Clase de Adultos. Gratis. 


Name 
Nombre 


Cantidad incluido (amount enclosed) $ 


Officina de la Conferencia Rio Grande 
(Use direccién al derecho en inglés.) 


Favor de enviarme lo siguiente: 
Himnal Metodista. $1.25 


Name 
Nombre 


Cantidad incluido (amount enclosed) $ 
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Literature in Spanish 


For men and women who speak and read Spanish, our 
church has literature that will help them in the Christian life. 

Tue Metuopist Story here presents a list—as comprehensive 
as the editors have been able to make it—of what is available. 
Whether you read Spanish or English, you will see uses for 
this material: 
e For a Spanish-speaking Methodist congregation. 
e For a mission among people who have recently come to 
your city from Puerto Rico, Cuba or Mexico. 
e For distribution by your church in a migrant labor camp 
nearby. 

Use the order blanks and mail them to the addresses in- 
dicated. 


EDUCATION 
Available from the Methodist Board of Education. 

Lecciones Cristianas (Bible lessons for adults). A quarterly 
designed primarily for Spanish-speaking people in the United 
States. 16¢ a copy. 

Worship in the Family. A six-page folder of suggestions for 
family worship in the home. 12 for 20¢; 100 for $1. 

The Adult Bible Class. An eight-page pamphlet emphasizing 
the importance of the adult Bible class and offering sugges- 
tions for increasing the effectiveness of the adult Bible 
class. Free. 


HYMNAL 
Available from the Rio Grande Conference office. 


Methodist Hymnal. Contains 262 hymns, 62 responsive readings. 
$1.25. 


Coupons for ordering materials listed above. 


Methodist Publishing House 

201 Eighth Avenue, South 
Nashville 2, Tenn. 

Please send me the following: 
Bible Lessons for Adults. 16¢ each. 


Address 
Direccién 


Service Department 

The Methodist Board of Education 

PO Box 871 

Nashville 2, Tenn. 

Please send me the following: 

Worship in the Family (3018-C). 12 for 20¢; 100 for $1. 
The Adult Bible Class (4215-B). Free. 


Address 
Direccién 


Rio Grande Conference Office 
Methodist Building 

535 Bandera Road 

San Antonio 1, Tex. 


Please send me the following: 
Methodist Hymnal. $1.25. 


Address 
Direcci6n 








Cupones para ordenar material listado abajo. 


Comité sobre la Co-operacién en Latino America (Use la 
direccién al derecho en ingles.) 


Favor de enviarme lo siguiente: 

Catalogos 

Indice General del Comité sobre la Co-operacién en 
Latino America. 50¢. 

Nuevos Materiales para la Escuela Dominical (de Mexi- 


co). Gratis. 
Catalogo General de la Aurora (de Buenos Aires). 
Gratis. 


Folletos (hasta 50 de cada uno por $1 para el fran- 
queo). 
El Dios Cristiano. 
La Revelacion. 
Normas Cristianos del Hogar Integral. 
El Crecimiento Religioso de Nuestros Hijos. 7” 
La Administracién de las Finanzas Familiares. 
El Cristianismo y los Problemas Sociales. 


Libros 


Hombre Comin Frente a la Cruz. 30¢ 

Martin Lutero, Roble de Sajonia. 80¢. 

El Otro Cristo Espanol. $1.20. 

Sermoénes y Leccidénes Objetivas Para Ninos. 25¢ 

Las Ensenanzas de Jesiis. $1. 

La Vida de Jesucristo. $1.20. 

Comentario del Nuevo Testamento. $2.50 por volumen. 


Name 
Nombre 


PRODUCIDO CO-OPERATIVAMENTE 

El Comité sobre La Co-operacién en Latino America, repre- 
sentando la Metodista u otras juntas de misién, mantiene 
en Nueva York un buen surtido de muchos folletos y libros 
publicados por las casas Protestantes de publicacién en Mexico 
y Buenos Aires. Las materias incluyen una matricula completa 
para la escuela dominical publicada en Mexico. Los folletos y 
libros listados abajo se regalan como muestras de los cienes 
de titulos que se pueden consequir de la oficina del Comité 
en Nueva York. Para listas completas, ordene los catalogos. 


Catalogos 

Indice General del Comité sobre la Co-operacién en Latino 
America. 50¢. ; 

Nuevos Materiales para la Escuela Dominical (de Mexico). 


Gratis. 
Catalogo General de La Aurora (de Buenos Aires). Gratis. 


Folletos 

El Dios Cristiano, por Rall. 

La Revelacion, por Horton. 

Normas Cristianos del Hogar Integral, por Cabrera. 

El Crecimiento Religioso de Nuestros Hijos, por Smithers. 

La Administracién de las Finanzas Familiares, por Hoerner. 


Se puede conseguir hasta 50 folletos de cada titulo mandando 
$1 para el envio. 


Libros 

Hombre Comin Frente a la Cruz, por Weatherhead. 30¢ 

Martin Lutero, Roble de Sajonia, por Booth. 80¢. 

El Otro Cristo Espanol, por Mackey. $1.20. 

Sermones y Leccidnes Objetivas Para Ninos, por Wesley y 
Howard. 25¢. 

Las Ensenanzas de Jesiis, por Barbieri. $1. 

La Vida de Jesucristo, por Burton y Mathews. $1.20. 

Comentario del Nuevo Testamento, por Bonnet y Schroeder. 
4 Tomos; cada uno, $2.50. 
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Coupons for ordering materials listed below. 


Committee on Co-operation in Latin America 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York 10, N.Y. 


Please send me the following: 


General Catalog of the Committee on Co-operation in 
Latin America. 50¢. 

New Materials for the Church School (from Mexico 
City). Free. 

General Catalog of La Aurora (from Buenos Aires). 
Free. 


Pamphlets (up to 50 of each for $1 for postage). 


The Christian God. 

Revelation. 

Standards for the Christian Home. 

The Religious Growth of Our Children. 
Finances in the Home. 

Christianity and Social Problems. 


Books 

A Plain Man Looks at the Cross. 30¢ 

Martin Luther. 80¢. 

The Other Spanish Christ. $1.20. 

Sermonettes for Children. 25¢. 

The Teachings of Jesus. $1. 

The Life of Jesus Christ. $1.20. 

New Testament Commentary. $2.50 per volume. 


Address 
NN © 2s 5.16 esebidecwc deeds ose datea beste keenees 


CO-OPERATIVELY PRODUCED 

The Committee on Co-operation in Latin America, repre- 
senting the Methodist and other mission boards, maintains 
stocks in New York of many pamphlets and books published 
by the Protestant publishing houses in Mexico City and 
Buenos Aires. The materials include a complete Sunday- 
school curriculum published in Mexico City. The pamphlets 
and books listed below are given as samples from among sev- 
eral hundred titles available at the committee’s New York 
office. For complete listings, order the catalogs. 


Catalogs 

General Catalog of the Committee on Co-operation in Latin 
America. 50¢. 

New Materials for the Church School (from Mexico City). 
Free. 

General Catalog of La Aurora (from Buenos Aires). Free. 


Pamphlets 

The Christian God, by H. F. Rall. 

Revelation, by Walter M. Horton. 

Standards for the Christian Home. by Angel Archilla Cabrera. 
The Religious Growth of Our Children, by Ethel L. Smithers. 
Finances in the Home, by Lena May Hoerner. 


Up to 50 each of these pamphlets can be obtained by sending 
$1 for postage. 


Books 

A Plain Man Looks at the Cross, by Leslie D. Weatherhead. 
30¢. 

Martin Luther, by Edwin P. Booth. 80¢. 

The Other Spanish Christ, by John A. Mackay. $1.20. 

Sermonettes for Children, by Wesley and Howard. 25¢. 

The Teachings of Jesus, by Sante U. Barbieri. $1. 

The Life of Jesus Christ, by Burton and Matthews. $1.20. 

New Testament Commentary, by Bonnet and Schroeder. 4 
volumes; each, $2.50. 
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EVANGELISMO 

Obtenibles por medio de la Junta General de Evangelismo. 
Vida Espiritual para los Cristianos Metodistas. Una carta 
volteable presentando lo mejor que se puede conseguir de la 
representacién grafica y con retratos de (1) La fé Metodista; 
(2) La heredencia Metodista; (3) La Iglesia Metodista en su 
trabajo; (4) Los déberes del Cristiano Metodista. Contiene 100 
paginas. 10¢ cada uno en cantidades de 10 o mas. 
El Aposento Alto. Esta edicién en Espanol de The Upper 
Room, guia de devociones diarias semi-mensual, ha sido 
publicado seguido desde 1938. Circulacién corriente es mas de 
42,000 copias de cada publicacion. En lotes de 10 o mas, 7¢ 
cada uno. 


SAGRADAS ESCRITURAS 
Obtenibles por medio de la Sociedad Biblica Americana. 
Biblia de Cuero. Con cierre relampago, entrecruza las orillas, 
redondas, borde rojo, mapas, forado en color negro o rojo 
obscuro. Version Valera, referencias al centro y mapas, 5x7% 
pulgadas; $1.90. Con indice marginal, $2.65. 
San Mateo, San Juan, Los Actos. Papel, con retratos de 
escenas geograficas y objetos tomados en la Tierra Santa. 
8 5/16x11 pulgadas. 8¢. Caja de carton de 50 por $4. 


FOLLETOS 


Que Buscar en la Biblia. 100 por 50¢. 

Luz de la Biblia Sobre. 100 por 50¢. 

La Biblia en la Escuela Dominical. 100 por 50¢. 

La Biblia en el Hogar. 100 por 50¢. 

La Biblia y la Juventud. 100 por 50¢. 

Como Usar Las Escrituras en la Evangelizacion. 100 por 50¢. 
Lea Usted Toda la Biblia Cada Ano. 100 por 50¢. 

Lecturas Biblicas Para Cada Dia. 109 por 50¢. 


Cupones para ordenar material listado arriba. 


Junta General de Evangelismo. 
(Use direccion al derecho en inglés.) 


Favor de enviarme lo siguiente: 


Vida Espiritual Para los Cristianos Metodistas. 10¢ cada 
uno en cantidades de 10 o mas. 
El Aposento Alto. En lotes de 10 o mas, 7¢ cada uno. 


Name 
Nombre 


Cantidad incluido (amount enclosed) $ 





La Sociedad Biblica Americana 
(Use direccién al derecho en inglés.) 


Favor de mandarme lo siguiente: 


Biblia de cuero. $1.90. 

Lo mismo a arriba pero con indice marginal. $2.65. 
San Mateo, San Juan, Los Actos. 8¢; 50 por $4. 

Que Buscar en la Biblia. 100 por 50¢. 

Luz de la Biblia Sobre. 100 por 50¢. 

La Biblia en la Escuela Dominical. 100 por 50¢. 

La Biblia en el Hogar. 100 por 50¢. 

La Biblia y la Juventud. 100 por 50¢. 

Como Usar Las Escrituras en la Evangelizacién. 100 por 


— —_ 


Lea Usted Toda la Biblia Cada Ano. 100 por 50¢. 
Lecturas Biblicas Para Cada Dia. 100 por 50¢. 





Cantidad incluido (amount enclosed) $ 
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EVANGELISM 


Available from the General Board of Evangelism. 


Spiritual Life for Methodist Christians. A turnover chart pre- 
senting the best available graphic and pictorial portrayal of 
(1) the Methodist faith; (2) the Methodist heritage; (3) The 
Methodist Church at work; and (4) the duties of a Methodist 
Christian. Contains 100 pages. 10¢ each in quantities of 10 or 
more. 

El Aposento Alto. This Spanish edition of The Upper Room, 
bi-monthly daily devotional guide, has been published con- 
tinuously since 1938. Current circulation is more than 42,000 
copies of each issue. In lots of 10 or more, 7¢ each. 


SCRIPTURES 
Available from the American Bible Society. 


Leatherette Bible, with zipper, overlapping covers, round 
corners, red edges, maps, bound in black or maroon. Valera 
version, center references and maps, 5x73 inches; $1.90. 
With marginal index, $2.65. 

St. Matthew, St. John, The Acts. Paper, with photographs of 
geographical scenes and objects taken in the Holy Land. 
8 5/16x11 inches. 8¢. A carton of 50 for $4. 


PAMPHLETS 


What to Look For in the Bible. 100 for 50¢. 

Light from the Bible Above. 100 for 50¢. 

The Bible in the Church School. 100 for 50¢. 

The Bible in the Home. 100 for 50¢. 

The Bible and Youth. 100 for 50¢. 

How to Use the Holy Scriptures in Evangelism. 100 for 50¢. 
Read All the Bible Every Year. 100 for 50¢. 

Bible Readings for Every Day. 100 for 50¢. 


Coupons for ordering materials listed above. 


General Board of Evangelism 
1908 Grand Ave. 
Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Please send me the following: 


Spiritual Life for Methodist Christians. 10¢ each in quan- 
tities of 10 or more. 
The Upper Room. In lots of 10 or more, 7¢ each. 


Address 


Direcci6n 


The American Bible Society 
450 Park Ave. 
New York 22, N.Y. 


Please send me the following: 


Leatherette Bible (VRO55Z). $1.90. 

Same as above but with marginal index. (55ZT1). $2.65. 
St. Matthew, St. John, The Acts (V550P). 8¢; 50 for $4. 
What to Look for in the Bible. 100 for 50¢. 


_._— Light from the Bible Above. 100 for 50¢. 
___———«oTihe _Bible in the Church School. 100 for 50¢. 


The Bible in the Home. 100 for 50¢. 
_ The Bible and Youth. 100 for 50¢. 
How to Use the Holy Scriptures in Evangelism. 100 for 
50¢. 
Read All the Bible Every Year. 100 for 50¢. 
_ Bible Readings for Every Day. 100 for 50¢. 


Address 
I spt adbeies bake tiekeoden eae 





Cupones para ordenar material listado abajo. 


La Junta General de Actividades Laicas 
(Use direccién al derecho en inglés.) 


Favor de enviarme lo siguiente: 


Manual Oficial de Organizacién. 10¢ cada uno; $1 por 
docena. 

Tarjeta de Socios. 

He Aqui el Porque. 

Aqui Esta la Respuesta. 

Prendedor de Solapa. 50¢ cada uno; $5 por docena. 


Name 
Nombre 


Cantidad incluido (amount enclosed) $ 


Divisi6n Femenil de Servicio Cristiano 
(Use direccién al derecho en inglés.) 


Favor de mandarme lo siguiente: 


Una Guia para la Sociedad Femenil de Servicio mmm 


Cristiano. 35¢; 3 por $1; 10 por $2.50. 
La Marcha de las Misiones 


Name 
Nombre 


Cantidad incluido (amount enclosed) $ 


ACTIVIDADES LAICAS 


Obtenibles por medio de la Junta General de Actividades 
Laicas, Departmento de Hombres Metodistas. 


Manual Oficial de Organizacién. Detalles completos de como 
organizar y obtener el Diploma de Constitucién para un 
club local de los Hombres Metodistas. Envie una copia para 
cada oficial. 10¢ cada uno; $1 por docena. 

Tarjeta de socio. Tarjeta oficial para los miembros del club 
local de los Hombres Metodistas. Envie una copia para 
cada miembro. 

He Aqui el Porque. El folleto dice porque un club establecido 
de hombres podria obtener un Diploma de Constitucién 
como un club de los Hombres Metodistas. Envie una copia 
para cada miembro. 

Aqui Esta la Respuesta. El folleto dice el plan de la cuota anual 
de los miembros que es una parte del plan de El Diploma 
de Constitucion. Ordene una copia para cada miembro. 

Prendedor de Solapa. Prendedor de oro con la insignia de los 
“Hombres Metodistas.” Precio: 50¢ cada uno; $5 por docena. 


SOCIEDAD FEMENIL 


Obtenible por medio de la Division Femenil de Servicio 

Cristiano, Junta Metodista de Misiones. 

Una Guia para la Sociedad Femenil de Servicio Cristiano. 
1956-1960. 76 paginas. 35¢; 3 por $1; 10 por $2.50. 

Cristo por el Mundo Cantamos. Programas misioneras para 
cada mes, septiembre 1958-agosto 1959. 60¢. 
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Coupons for ordering materials listed below. 


Board of Lay Activities 
Department of Methodist Men 
740 Rush St. 

Chicago 11, Ill. 


Please send me the following: 
Organizational Manual. 10¢; 12 for $1. 


Membership Card. 

Here’s Why. 

Here’s the Answer. 

Lapel Pin. 50¢ each; 12 for $5. 


Address 
Direcci6én 


Woman’s Division of Christian Service 
Literature Headquarters 

7820 Reading Road 

Cincinnati 37, Ohio 


Please send me the following: 
A Guide for the Woman’s Society of Christian Service. 


The March of the Missions. 


Address 
Direccién 


Available from the General Board of Lay Activities, Depart- 
ment of Methodist Men. 

Organizational Manual. Complete details on how to organize 
and charter a local Methodist Men club. Order one copy 
for each prospective officer. 10¢; 12 for $1. 

Membership Card. Official membership card for every member 
of a local Methodist Men club. Order one copy for each 
member. 

Here’s Why. A leaflet telling why an established men’s club 
should charter as a Methodist Men club. Order one copy for 
each member. 

Here’s the Answer. A leaflet explaining the membership dues 
plan that is a part of the charter plan. Order one copy for 
each member. 

Lapel Pin. Gold pin with the Methodist Men insignia. 50¢ each; 


WOMAN’S SOCIETY 


Available from the Woman’s Division of Christian Service, 

Methodist Board of Missions. 

A Guide for the Woman’s Society of Christian Service. 1956- 
1960. 76 pages. 35¢; 3 for $1; 10 for $2.50. 

Christ for the World We Sing. Suggested programs on mission 
themes for each month, Sept. 1958-Aug. 1959. 60¢. 
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Advance Specials Help Perform Miracle 


by Ralph E. Dodge 


Two years ago the Barnie Higgs family 
was assigned the task of developing the 
new Methodist Center at Nyamuzuwe, 
some 12 miles from Mtoko in Southern 
Rhodesia, Africa. 

To begin with, all they had was a 
sandy stretch of overcropped grazing 
land. Realistically they set about fencing 
the 100-acre plot and prospecting for 
water. With a water supply assured, they 
built a 25,000 gallon tank on top of the 
highest knoll and began to construct 
a residence, storeroom and office, and 
garage. 

Even though Barnie was school super- 
intendent over a large rural district, he 
had a roof over the heads of the five 
Higgs in time to receive the sixth. Then 
the money gave out. 

But we could not stop, for we had 
made commitments to the people to pro- 
vide schooling for the upper primary 
children in the district. We had con- 
fidence in the district. We had conf- 


dence in the Methodists of Wisconsin. 
So Barnie was told to get a school ready 
for the new academic year beginning 
January, 1958. God, he, and Methodists 
like you have wrought a miracle. 

When school began in late January, 
there was a permanent dormitory for 60 
girls, an identical one for 60 boys, a 
classroom block for three classes, a resi- 
dence for the Woman’s Society of Chris- 
tian Service workers, and a staff resi- 
dence for single teachers. In addition, 
there was another block of three more 
temporary classrooms. 

The permanent buildings were con- 
structed from concrete blocks with zinc 
roofing and concrete floors. To insure 
permanency in a land of termites, doors 
and window frames are of steel. 

All this was done since May, 1957, by 
one man without even a truck to haul 
supplies from the nearest commercial 
center 100 miles away. And in addition 
to his building operations, Barnie has had 


A Benevolence Report 


Benevolence Funds 


‘orld 
(Year’s ai 


full responsibility for the rural schools 
on a large district. 

You ask, how could he do it? Here is 
the secret: 

The Nyamuzuwe Methodist Center is 
a community project. Semi-skilled Afri- 
can artisans have labored faithfully and 
long. Neighboring African storekeepers 
have hauled material from the city free 
of charge. The WSCS in mission head- 
quarters in New York have supplied 
money for the one residence and the girls’ 
dorm. And Wisconsin Methodists have 
kept the Advance Specials rolling our 
way. Mrs. Higgs has labored overtime, 
keeping books for her husband and help- 
ing out wherever she was needed. 

In order to open the school as planned, 
teachers have agreed to double up or to 
live in temporary shacks until perma- 
nent ones can be built. Both the boy and 
girl boarders will cook camp style under 
a large tree until a kitchen and dining 
room can be constructed. 

Everyone is thrilled to be serving the 
people of the Mtoko district in this new- 
est of Methodist centers in Africa. God 
and his people have wrought a miracle 
at Nyamuzuwe. We on the field give 
most of the thanks to Him and the Meth- 
odists of Wisconsin. 
any Fo gna: aR 4 


includes the Angola, Rhodesia, and South- 
east Africa Conferences. 


June 1- 1 


$8,761,097 $9,178,703 


$12,200,000) 
General Advance 
Specials 
India Relief 
Week of Dedication 


Fellowship of Suffering 
and Service 


4,518,512 4,949,751 


23,188 


463,271 
704,513 


399,655 


Methodist TV Ministry 143,831 


Administrative Funds 
Episcopal Fund 
"eacns 
one. Administration 
$487,000) 
Interdenominational Co- 


Figures are from Thomas B. Lugg, treasurer, Council on World Service and Finance. The fiscal year for all these funds is June 1 to May 31. 


World Service 
so far this year 
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It Worked For Us 


Temperance Idea in Church School 
Nemaha (lowa) Church 


Each third Sunday, a member of our 
social concerns commission reads an ar- 
ticle on temperance at the opening exer- 
cises of our Sunday school. This article 
usually comes from the Clipsheet, publi- 
cation of the Methodist Board of Tem- 
perance. 

This monthly reading solves for us the 
question as to how to bring the cause 
of temperance before our people, in ad- 
dition to Commitment Day on the first 
Sunday in December. 

Frank GREENE, pastor 


How Much Is a Billion 
Hotchkiss (Colo.) Church 


Here is how we made dramatic a les- 
son about temperance during the open- 
ing service for our Sunday school. 

This was presented to an assembly of 
all classes above the primary level. 

In the first five minutes of our pres- 
entation, we demonstrated these things: 
e How long it would take to count a 
billion dollars. Counting $100 bills at 


the rate of 100 a minute for 8 hours a 
day, six days a week, it would take 66 
years. 

e How far a billion would reach. It 
would lay 3 roadways of $10 bills from 
New York to San Francisco. 

e What a billion dollars could buy. Each 
of 20 million men could have a new 
$50 suit. A child showed a roller skate 
and we said that 200 million children 
could each have roller skates, costing $5 
each for a billion dollars. 

The second part of our demonstration 
was this: I gave 10 boys each a placard 
representing a billion dollars. We called 
off the names of several products for 
which one billion dollars was spent in a 
year, and one boy stepped forward. We 
mentioned several things for which two 
billion was spent and two boys stepped 
forward. This we continued for three 
billion and four billion and so on, until 
we came to ten billion—the amount 
spent for alcoholic beverages. The gasp 
that went up from the audience was 
proof that it hit home. 

We concluded by stating that approxi- 
mately 25 per cent of our total expendi- 
tures in the United States last year went 
for tobacco, alcohol, crime, accidents, and 





The commission on education of Commu- 
nity Church, Redwood City, Calif., gives a 
Bible to each child of the church school 
as he is promoted from third to fourth 
grade. Above: The Rev. Ralph York gives 
Bibles to Gail O’Brien and Peter Nelson at 
a morning worship service. 


medical expenditures relating to them. 
The facts and figures that we used in 

“How Much Is a Billion” were from 

Sylvia Porter’s article and Union Signal. 
Mrs. Cnartes R. Nett, chairman 
Committee on Temperance 
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sample copy of Together 


for each reader of 


THE METHODIST STORY 


Here is your opportunity to “see for yourself” why TOGETHER 
is one of the most talked about new magazines in America 
today! TOGETHER is so new that thousands still have not actual- 
ly read a copy. That’s why the editors want you and your 
Methodist friends to have the opportunity to read it and see 
for yourself how interesting and colorful a Christian family 
magazine can be. So why not mail this coupon now while 
this remarkable offer is still in effect. 














Official publication of { 
ellie The Methodist Church i 
740 North Rush Street @ Chicago 11, Illinois | 
O ele)e | 
Please send me a free sample copy of the current i 

f * issue of TOGETHER. I understand I am under no 
obligation. | 
Name | 
Address | 
Town State : 
hake Church Name 1 
Church Office | 
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The editors present here for 1958-59 our annual com- 
pilation of significant dates for local church program. It 
not exhaustive, nor are all of these observances mandatory. 


The dates and information are intended as resources for pro- 
gram planning—especially in the cnnual session of 

the officio! beard (Discipline, 216). The board will 
have an over-all interest in event listed, but commissions 
or committees, as indicated, do much of the detail work. 




















corsa fag steric pi age Sgr aag od 
and set in bold-face type. These have been es- 
tablished for all Methodists by General Cadusenes. 
Date Observance Local church units General Agencies Purpose of the Purpose of Offer- Discipline 
Symbol @ concerned with Providing Resources Observance ing (if one is des- Reference 
Indicates planning ignated by Gen’l 
) ay aa Conference) 
ion by 
General 
Conference 
1957 — — . - 
a Aug. 31 Labor Sunday Commission on Board of Social and To express the con- 
Christian Social Re- Economic Relations; cern of the church 
lations; Committee National Council for laboring people 
on Social and of Churches and to stimulate in- 
Economic Relations terest in their 
problems 
i * September Church Commission on Edu- Board of Education To emphasize the im- To support work of 9250.2 
: (any Sun- School cation; Church School portance of Chris- Conference Boards of 
day, or as Rally Day officers tian education Education 
; conference 
dl directs) oe, SS RA 5 ner 
i * Sept. 28 World Service Commission on Educa- Commission on Promo- To educate churchand For World Service 7250.1 
H Sunday tion; Commission on tion and Cultivation church-school members and annual conference 
i Missions about the work done benevolences 
through World Service 
and to provide an 
opportunity for giving 
Sept. 28- Christian Commission on Edu- Board of Education; To create interest in 
Oct. 5 Education cation National Council Christian education 
Week of Churches 
' — a — 
i * Oct.5 World-wide Commission on Stew- Commission on Promo- To symbolize the Fellowship of suffering 9763 
; Communion ardship and Finance; tion and Cultivation; world fellowship of and Service (half to 
Sunday Commission on Wor- Commission on Chap- Christians Methodist Committee 
ship; Commission on lains; Commission on for Overseas Relief; 
Membership and Camp Activities; one-fourth to Com- 
Evangelism Methodist Committee mission on Chaplains; 
| for Overseas Relief; one-fourth to Com- 
Board of Evangelism mission on Camp 
| Activities) 
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Date 


Symbol @ 
indicates 
authoriza- 
tion by 
General 
Conference 


* Oct. 19 


Oct. 19-26 


Oct. 25-31 


* Oct. 26 


Oct. 31 


* Nov.9 


* Nov. 23 


Nov. 27- 
Dec. 25 


@ Dec. 7 


36 


Observance 


Local church units 
concerned with 
planning 


General Agencies 
Providing Resources 


Purpose of the 
Observance 


Purpose of Offer- 
ing (if one is des- 
ignated by Gen’! 
Conference) 


Discipline 
Reference 





Laymen’s 
Day 


Lay leader; Metho- 
dist Men 


Board of Lay Activi- 
ties; United Church 
Men 


To recognize the role 
of laymen in the 
church and encourage 
greater participation 


11493 





United 
Nations Week 


Commission on 
Christian Social Re- 
lations; Committee 
on World Peace 


Board of World 
Peace 


To increase under- 
standing of the 
United Nations 





Week of 
Prayer and 
Self-Denial 


Woman's Society of 
Christian Service 


Woman's Division of 
Christian Service 


To foster spiritual 
growth of Methodist 
women through 
prayer and medita- 
tion and to provide 
prayer and support 
for mission projects 





World Service 
Sunday 


See Sept. 28 entry 








Reformation 
Day 


Commission on 
Membership and 
Evangelism 


Board of Evan- 
gelism 


To witness to the 
fundamental princi- 
ples of the Protestant 
faith 


NPAT OG UREN OE 2 





World Order 
Sunday 


Commission on 
Christian Social 


Relations; Committee . 


on World Peace 


Board of World Peace 


To stimulate Metho- 
dists to think of 
problems of world 
order in Christian 
terms 


1296.2 





World Service 
Sunday 


See Sept. 28 entry 





Thanksgiving- 
to-Christmas 
Bible-reading 
program 


Committee on Good 
Literature; Commis- 
sion on Membership 
and Evangelism 


American Bible 
Society; Board of 
Evangelism 


To encourage daily 
Bible reading 





Commitment 
Day 


Commission on Chris- 
tian Social Rela- 
tions; Committee on 
Temperance 


Board of Temperance 


To enlist Methodists 
to commit themselves 
to personal abstinence 
and to work for 
solution of alcohol 
problems 


11528 & 
1278.3 
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Date Observance Local church units General Agencies Purpose of the Purpose of Offer- Discipline 
Symbol concerned with Providing Resources Observance ing (if one is des- Reference 
indicates planning ignated by Gen’l 
sang aga Conference) 
General 
Conference 
Dec. 1-25 Christmas for Commission on Board of Temper- To prompt a Chris- 
Christ em- Christian Social ance; Board of tian observance of 
phasis Relations; Commit- Evangelism Christmas 
tee on Temperance; 
Commission on 
Membership and 
Evangelism 
* Dec. 14 Universal Committee on Good American Bible To call attention to 1296.2 
Bible Sunday Literature Society the place of the Bible 
in the Christian faith 
and give information 
on the work of the 
American Bible Society 
* Dec. 28 World Service See Sept. 28 entry 
Sunday 
* Dec. 28 Student Commission on Board of Education To recognize college 1296.2 
Recognition Education students of the 
Day church 
Dec. 31 Watch Night Commission on Board of Evangelism; To begin the year 
Membership and Board of Education with prayer and con- 
Evangelism; Com- secration 
mission on Education 
1959 
January Church Commission on Board of Evangelism Evangelism through 
to Easter Attendance Membership and fostering church at- 
Evangelism Evangelism tendance 
Jan. 4 Covenant Commission on Board of Evangelism A time of personal 
Sunday Membership and dedication is a tra- 
Evangelism dition begun by 
John Wesley 
Jan. 4-11 Universal Interested groups National Council of To emphasize prayer 
Week of Churches through interde- 
Prayer nominational 
meetings 
Jan. 18-24 Church and Commission on Board of Social and To stress need for 
Economic Life Christian Social Re- Economic Relations; building Christian 
Week lations; Committee National Council of principles into 
on Social and Eco- Churches economic relations 
nomic Relations and decisions 
* Jan. 25 World Service See Sept. 28 entry 
Sunday 
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Date 


Symbol ¢ 
indicates 
authoriza- 
tion by 
General 
Conference 


* Feb.8 


* Feb. 8-15 


Feb. 13 


* Feb. 22 


* Mar. 22 


Apr. 12 


* Apr. 26 


* May 3 


* May 3 


* May 3-10 


Observance 


Local church units 
concerned with 
planning 


Ceneral Agencies 
Providing Resources 


Purpose of the 
Observance 


Purpose of Offer- 
ing (if one is des- 
ignated by Gen’! 
Conference) 





Discipline 
Reference 





Race Relations 
Sunday 


Commission on Educa- 
tion; Commission on 
Christian Social Re- 
lations; Committee on 
Social and Economic 
Relations 


Board of Education; 
Board of Social and 
Economic Relations 


To create better un- 
derstanding among 
races and inform 
Methodists about the 
church’s schools serv- 
ing Negroes 


For schools serving 
Negroes 


1250.3 





Week of 
Dedication 


Commission on 
Membership and 
Evangelism; Commis- 
sion on Missions; 
Commission on Wor- 
ship; Woman's Society 
of Christian Service; 
lay leader; Methodist 
Men 


Commission on Pro- 
motion and Cultiva- 
tion; Board of 
Evangelism 


To lead Methodists 

to a personal rededi- 
cation of their lives; 
to win others to Christ 
and the church 


For Crusade Scholar- 
ships and for emer- 
gency projects in 
overseas relief, world 
missions and national 
missions 


1760.1 





World Day of 
Prayer 


Woman's Society of 
Christian Service; 
Commission on 
Membership and 
Evangelism 


United Church 
Women; Board of 
Evangelism 


To link Christian 
women of the world 
in a bond of prayer; 
also a part of the 
Week of Dedication 





World Service 
Sunday 


See Sept. 28 entry 





World Service 
Sunday 


See Sept. 28 entry 





National 
Christian Col- 
lege Day 


Commission on Edu- 
cation 


Board of Education; 
National Council of 


Churches 


To interpret Chris- 
tian colleges to 
the church and the 
general public 





World Service 
Sunday 


See Sept. 28 entry 





Rural Life 
Sunday 


Commission on Mis- 
sions; Commission on 
Christian Social 
Relations 


Department of Town 
and Country Work, 
Board of Missions; 
National Council of 
Churches; Board of 
Social and Economic 
Relations 


To pay tribute to 
the rural church and 
strengthen its work; 
to study problems of 
rural life from a 
Christian viewpoint 


1296.3 





Children’s 
Day 


Commission on Educa- 
tion 


Board of Education 


To emphasize respon- 
sibility of the church 

for Christian nurture 

of our children 


1250.6 





National 
Family Week 


Commission on Educa- 
tion 


Board of Education; 
Board of Evangelism 


To focus attention on 
the Christian home 


1250.5 
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Date Observance Local church units General Agencies Purpose of the Purpose of Offer- Discipline 
Symbol ¢ concerned with Providing Resources Observance ing (if one is des- Reference 
indicates planning ignated by Gen’t 
authoriza- 
tlon by Conference) 
General 
Conference 
May 17 Pentecost Commission on Board of Evangelism; To commemorate the 
Membership and World Council of descent of the Holy 
Evangelism Churches Spirit at Pentecost 
and evangelize men 
and women 
May 24 Aldersgate Commission on Board of Evangelism _To recall Wesley’s 
Sunday Membership and heart-warming expe- 
Evangelism rience and lead men 
to a comparable 
experience 
* May 24 World Service See Sept. 28 entry 
Sunday 
* June 14 Methodist Commission on Educa- Board of Education To emphasize Chris- For student loans 1251.4 
Student Day tion tian higher education and Methodist scholar- 
ships 
* June 28 World Service See Sept. 28 entry 
Sunday 
* July 26 World Service See Sept. 28 entry 
Sunday 
* Aug. 23 World Service See Sept. 28 entry 
Sunday 
UNDATED OBSERVANCES 
A Hospitals and Committee on Hospi- Board of Hospitals To stimulate interest For hospitals and 1559.1 
Homes Week, tals and Homes; in- and Homes in Methodist hospitals homes work, as di- 
beginning with terested groups and homes and en- rected by the annual 
Golden Cross courage Golden Cross conference 
Sunday giving 
bd Retired Minis- | Commission on Board of Pensions To honor retired min- 1610.6 
ter’s Day Stewardship and Fi- isters and their wives 
nance; interested and widows and rec- 
groups ognize the church’s 
obligation for their 
support 
Thankoffering | Woman’s Society of | Woman's Division of To express gratitude 
Sunday Christian Service Christian Service to God through gifts 
for missions 
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Date Observance Local church units General Agencies Purpose of the Purpose of Offer- Discipline 
Symbol @ concerned with Providing Resources Observance ing (if one is des- Reference 
indicates planning ignated by Gen’! 
— iza- Conference) 
ion by 
General 
Conference 
CHWIDE FINANCIAL INTERESTS NOT RELATED TO SPECIAL DAYS 
° Advance Commission on Mis- Commission on Promo- To permit churches Financing is arranged 1759 & 
Specials sions; Commission on tion and Cultivation; to support personally by each church 9257.5 
Stewardship and Board of Missions; specific missionaries 
Finance Methodist Committee or missions and relief 
for Overseas Relief projects 
° Methodist Commission on Stew- Commission on Promo- To make a Christian Financing of its con- 1764 
Television ardship and Finance; tion and Cultivation; witness through tele- tribution is arranged 
Ministry TV Committee; in- Television, Radio and _vision by each church or 
terested groups Film Commission at direction of the 
annual conference 
bd Emphasis on Commission on Educa- General Conference To strengthen rela- Official goals are $1 72018, 
Christian tion Commission on Chris- tionships between the per year per member especially 
Higher Educa- tian Higher Education church and its colleges for church-related 3c 
tion and stimulate more colleges and 30¢ per 
adequate support for year per member for 
colleges and Wesley Wesley Foundations 
Foundations 
ADDRESSES OF AGENCIES SUPPLYING PROGRAM RESOURCES 


as mentioned in chart 


American Bible Society 
450 Park Ave., New York 22, N.Y. 


Board of Education 
PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Board of Evangelism 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Board of Hospitals and Homes 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Board of Lay Activities 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Board of Missions, Joint Section of Education and Cultivation 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


Board of Pensions 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Board of Social and Economic Relations 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Board of Temperance 
100 Maryland Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 





Board of World Peace 
740 Rush St., Chcago 11, Ill. 


Commission on Camp Activities 
100 Maryland Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Commission on Chaplains 
100 Maryland Ave. NE, Washington 2, D.C. 


Commission on Christian Higher Education 
PO Box 871, Nashville 2, Tenn. 


Commission on Promotion and Cultivation 
740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 


Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief ' 
150 Fifth Ave., New York 11, N.Y. 


National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 


Television, Radic and Film Commission 
1525 McGavock St., Nashville 3, Tenn. 


World Council of Churches, U.S.A. Office 
156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 


(For a complete directory of Methodist agencies, see the Discipline, 
12101 -67) 


Reprints of Church Program Information, 1958-59 are available for use in church 

planning conferences and for distribution to officials who do not receive THE METH- 

opist Story. (Reprint will be mailed automatically with orders for bundles of the 0) <) 
September issue.) Free in reasonable quantities. 


Order from: 


COMMISSION ON PROMOTION AND CULTIVATION 


740 Rush St., Chicago 11, Ill. 
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Attend Church Each Sunday--Have Devotions Each Day 


At home and away, renew your spiritual life through 
church attendance, grace at meals, and daily devotions. 
You will have a better vacation when you 
include God in your plans. Use The 





Upper Room in your own personal and 
family devotions. Distribute copies to others who need its 
inspiration and guidance. During the summer there 
are special ways you can serve with The 
Upper Room. Look around your church 
and community and see the many places 
where extra copies are needed. Your area is probably 


a vacation spot for others. Travel-weary strangers appreci- 


ROOMS 
> abe Ne 


church and pastor, with address or telephone number, on 


ate finding a copy of The Upper Room 
beside their beds in motels, tourist homes, 
hotels, guest rooms. The name of your 


the copies will be an invitation to join in worship or to 
apply for spiritual help. 
Young people, older people . . . almost everyone . . 
gets away during the summer to camps, institutes, and 
of The Upper Room to take along. 


4 . 
Many times members of a family are 


separated in the vacation season. When cach person has 
his copy of The Upper Room, all may join in daily fellow- 


oak ship—using the same Bible reading, 


prayer, and meditation. Does your 

area have migrant workers? Many of these 
workers need copies of The Upper Room in Spanish. 
Those who travel “light” will like the air mail edition. A 
New Testament and an air mail copy take 
so little room. The daily Bible readings 
include a New Testament reading. 


conventions. Be sure they all have copies 














Order now the copies 
you will need. 


Fill out and mail 


this handy coupon. 








tt 


THE UPPER ROOM, 1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 5, Tenn. 


Rush me copies of The Upper Room 
___— copies, Regular Edition 
—__—. copies, Air Mail Edition 
___. envelopes for remailing above. 1¢ each, in lots of ten or more. 

C1 Make this a mew standing order. Send me this number for each issue 


-A i 
die ray 
in lots of ten or more. 


ic 








as Sievovamn Parr 
Gye Uys ive me) 
The world’s most widely used devotional guide (Address ) 


1908 Grand Avenue Nashville, Tenn. 


The Upper Room is the Devotional Literature Department 





of the General Board of Evangelism of The Methodist Church 








THE METHODIST STORY’s June covers—Front: Newsboys 
Dennis Ahr and Joe Smith, with three buddies, raised $50 
as an Advance Special for missions (see page 17). Back: 


Bloomfield Church, near Des Moines, lowa, was abandoned, 


then was reopened six years ago. Article on page 4 tells 


more of this phase of “Expansion.” 

















